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Confession and Absolution 
 
Prelude / Welcome / Bell 
 
839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

1 O Christ, our true and only light, 
Enlighten those who sit in night; 
Let those afar now hear Your voice 
And in Your fold with us rejoice. 

 
2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace 

The souls now lost in error’s maze; 
Enlighten those whose inmost minds 
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 
3 O gently call those gone astray 

That they may find the saving way! 
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed 
In You find peace and heav’nly rest. 

 
4 Shine on the darkened and the cold; 

Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 
Unite all those who walk apart; 
Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

 
5 That they with us may evermore 

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 
And endless praise to You be giv’n 
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 

 
 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit Psalm 132:13–16; antiphon: Psalm 34:8 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 
For the LORD has chosen Zion; 
 he has desired it for his dwelling place: 
“This is my resting place forever; 
 here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 
I will abundantly bless her provisions; 
 I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 
 and her saints will shout for joy.” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 



943 Kyrie — I 

 
C Kyrie, Kyrie elison. 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie elison. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie elison. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie elison. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie elison. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie elison. 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1978, 1980, 1981 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
948 All Glory Be to God Alone sts. 1–2 

1 All glory be to God alone, 
Forevermore the highest one, 
Who did our sinful race befriend 
And grace and peace to us extend. 
Among us may His gracious will 
All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill. 

 
2 We praise You, God; Your name we bless 

And worship You in humbleness; 
From day to day we glorify 
The everlasting God on high. 
Of Your great glory do we sing, 
And to Your throne our thanks we bring. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing 
mercy. Grant us the fullness of Your grace that we may be called 
to repentance and made partakers of Your heavenly treasures; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 



Psalm Psalm 123; antiphon: v. 1 
1To you I lift up my eyes, 
 O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
2Behold, as the eyes of servants 
 look to the hand of their master, 
as the eyes of a maidservant 
 to the hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 
 till he has mercy upon us. 
3Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, 
 for we have had more than enough of contempt. 
4Our soul has had more than enough 
 of the scorn of those who are at ease, 
 of the contempt of the proud. 

 
Epistle 2 Corinthians 12:1–10 

 1I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be 
gained by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 
2I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up 
to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I 
do not know, God knows. 3And I know that this man was 
caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know, God knows— 4and he heard things that 
cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5On behalf of this 
man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except 
of my weaknesses. 6Though if I should wish to boast, I would 
not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain 
from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me 
or hears from me. 7So to keep me from being too elated by the 
surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from 
being too elated. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord about 
this, that it should leave me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
836 O God of Light  [tune: TLH 623, O Perfect Love] 

1 O God of light, Your Word, a lamp unfailing, 
    Shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way 
And show Your grace, Your plan for us unveiling, 
    And guide our footsteps to the perfect day. 

 



2 From days of old, through blind and willful ages, 
    Though we rebelled, You gently sought again 
And spoke through saints, apostles, prophets, sages, 
    Who wrote with eager or reluctant pen. 

 
3 Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing 

    To sinful hearts Your justice and Your grace; 
And questing spirits, longing for Your healing, 
    See Your compassion in the Savior’s face. 

 
4 To all the world Your summons You are sending, 

    Through all the earth, to ev’ry land and race, 
That myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending, 
    May praise and celebrate Your gift of grace. 

Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110004474 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 6:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus] went away from there and came to his hometown, 
and his disciples followed him. 2And on the Sabbath he began 
to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 
astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What 
is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done 
by his hands? 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not 
his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4And 
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in 
his hometown and among his relatives and in his own 
household.” 5And he could do no mighty work there, except 
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 
6And he marveled because of their unbelief. 

 And he went about among the villages teaching. 
 7And he called the twelve and began to send them out two 

by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He 
charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—
no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9but to wear 
sandals and not put on two tunics. 10And he said to them, 
“Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from 
there. 11And if any place will not receive you and they will not 
listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 
feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and 
proclaimed that people should repent. 13And they cast out many 
demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed 
them. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



954 We All Believe in One True God 
1 We all believe in one true God, 

    Who created earth and heaven, 
The Father, who to us in love 
    Has the right of children given. 
He in soul and body feeds us; 
    All we need His hand provides us; 
Through all snares and perils leads us, 
    Watching that no harm betide us. 
He cares for us by day and night; 
All things are governed by His might. 

 
2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 

    His own Son, our Lord, possessing 
An equal Godhead, throne, and might, 
    Source of ev’ry grace and blessing; 
Born of Mary, virgin mother, 
    By the power of the Spirit, 
Word made flesh, our elder brother; 
    That the lost might life inherit, 
Was crucified for all our sin 
And raised by God to life again. 

 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 

    Who, in highest heaven dwelling 
With God the Father and the Son, 
    Comforts us beyond all telling; 
Who the Church, His own creation, 
    Keeps in unity of spirit. 
Here forgiveness and salvation 
    Daily come through Jesus’ merit. 
All flesh shall rise, and we shall be 
In bliss with God eternally. 
    Amen. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon    “Hope for a Nation of Rebels”    
Sermon Text Ezekiel 2:1–5 

 1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will 
speak with you.” 2And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into 
me and set me on my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 
3And he said to me, “Son of man, I send you to the people of 
Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled against me. They 
and their fathers have transgressed against me to this very day. 
4The descendants also are impudent and stubborn: I send you to 
them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ 
5And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house) they will know that a prophet has been among 
them.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and 

pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely 
promised to hear us. 
  
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy 
children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be 
hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true 
teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our 
lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living 
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all 

transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s 
kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the 
number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life 

and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our 
own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and 
gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] 
and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will 
be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish 

cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us 

so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good 
conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or 
alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit 

to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to 
overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both 

body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
  
 
Organ Offertory & StewardMINUTE 

 Offering Prayer 
 



Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by His 
glorious resurrection has freed all people from sin, death, and 
Satan, opening to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with 
ceaseless praise, we laud and magnify Your glorious name. To 
You alone, O Father, be all  glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His 

command, and with His own words, we receive His testament: 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 217 
 
507 Holy, Holy, Holy st. 4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

1 O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee 
My heartfelt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed 
On me Thy body and Thy blood. 

 
2 Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 

What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart: 
How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

Text: Public domain 

 
612 As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered 

1 As rebels, Lord, who foolishly have wandered 
    Far from Your love—unfed, unclean, unclothed— 
Dare we recall Your wealth so rashly squandered, 
    Dare hope to glean that bounty which we loathed? 

 
2 Still we return, our contrite words rehearsing, 

    Speech, that within Your warm embrace soon dies; 
All of our guilt, our shame, our pain reversing 
    As tears of joy and welcome fill Your eyes. 

 
3 A feast of love for us You are preparing; 

    We who were lost, You give an honored place! 
“Come, eat; come, drink, and be no more despairing— 
    Here taste again the treasures of My grace.” 

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 

1 Before You, Lord, we bow, 
    Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, 
    Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring 
    In joy and praise, 
    Our hearts we raise 
To You, our King! 

 



2 The nation You have blest 
    May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, 
    Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day, 
    For this fair land— 
    Gifts of Your hand— 
Our thanks we pay. 

 
3 May ev’ry mountain height, 

    Each vale and forest green, 
Shine in Your Word’s pure light, 
    And its rich fruits be seen! 
May ev’ry tongue 
    Be tuned to praise 
    And join to raise 
A grateful song. 

 
4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 

    Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 
    And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
    Your sin deplore, 
    And bow before 
The Crucified. 

 
5 And when in pow’r He comes, 

    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
    Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 

 
617 O Lord, We Praise Thee st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Commemorating 
Our Nation's Independence 

 
965 God Bless Our Native Land 

1 God bless our native land; 
Firm may she ever stand 
    Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
    By Thy great might. 

 
2 So shall our prayers arise 

To God above the skies; 
    On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 
    God save the state! 

 
Devotion    “Oh, Come, Let us Worship” 
 
Hymn Prayer for Our Nation     "America the Beauitful" 

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 

 



2 O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 

 
3 O beautiful for heroes proved 

In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved 
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, 
And every gain divine! 

 
Benedicamus LSB 218 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
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