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God’s Goal: Family
As We Gather
“Whoever does the will of God, He is My brother and sister and mother,”
said Jesus. What is the will of the God? That all people would come to the
knowledge of the truth in Christ and be saved by His mercy. Faith is the will
of God and family is the fruit of this faith—a people united in Christ’s death
and resurrection by Baptism. A house divided cannot stand. We know this to
be true in an earthly sense, but it is an eternal truth. We belong to the Lord,
not just in part but in whole. God was even willing to own our sins to restore
us from Satan and his dominion. What keeps us from this wonderful identity
and this future is only this: our refusal of God’s mercy and our rejection of
His work to save us. The goal of God in all that He is doing is faith, for by
this faith we are made one with Him and are united together as His family,
the Church.

____________________________
Prelude and Ringing of the Tower Bell

Confession and Absolution
825 Rise, Shine, You People
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
Our human story; God in Him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
With grace unbounded.
2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
Now are forgiven.
3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling,
Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story
Of Jesus’ glory.

4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation
His new creation.
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared
us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy
Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven
our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit
P Blessèd be the Lord! For he has heard the voice of my pleas for
mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart
trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and with my song I give
thanks to him. The Lord is the strength of his people; he is the
saving refuge of his anointed.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Kyrie (sung)
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.
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Gloria in Excelsis (sung)
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1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.
2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—
3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,
Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, Your Son Jesus triumphed over the
prince of demons and freed us from bondage to sin. Help us to
stand firm against every assault of Satan, and enable us always to
do Your will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis 3:8–15
8
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees
of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to
him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of
you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I

hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14
The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

13

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to
what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also
believe, and so we also speak, 14knowing that he who raised the
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you
into his presence. 15For it is all for your sake, so that as grace
extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God.
16
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.
17
For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18as we look not
to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For
the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are
unseen are eternal.
1
For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home,
is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
Mark 3:20–35
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
20

Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again,
so that they could not even eat. 21And when his family heard it,
they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of
his mind.”
22
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were
saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of
demons he casts out the demons.” 23And he called them to him
and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
24
If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will
not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself
and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27But
no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may
plunder his house.
28
“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the
children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29but
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30for they had
said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
31
And his mother and his brothers came, and standing
outside they sent to him and called him. 32And a crowd was
sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and
your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33And he answered
them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And looking
about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God, he is
my brother and sister and mother.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
561 The Tree of Life
1 The tree of life with ev’ry good
In Eden’s holy orchard stood,
And of its fruit so pure and sweet
God let the man and woman eat.
Yet in this garden also grew
Another tree, of which they knew;
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned
Against whose eating God had warned.

(Thursday Service)

2 The stillness of that sacred grove
Was broken, as the serpent strove
With tempting voice Eve to beguile
And Adam too by sin defile.
O day of sadness when the breath
Of fear and darkness, doubt and death,
Its awful poison first displayed
Within the world so newly made.
3 What mercy God showed to our race,
A plan of rescue by His grace:
In sending One from woman’s seed,
The One to fill our greatest need—
For on a tree uplifted high
His only Son for sin would die,
Would drink the cup of scorn and dread
To crush the ancient serpent’s head!
4 Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame
Flows life eternal in His name;
For all who trust and will believe,
Salvation’s living fruit receive.
And of this fruit so pure and sweet
The Lord invites the world to eat,
To find within this cross of wood
The tree of life with ev’ry good.
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

863 Our Father, by Whose Name

(Sunday Service)

1 Our Father, by whose name
All fatherhood is known,
Who dost in love proclaim
Each family Thine own,
Bless Thou all parents, guarding well,
With constant love as sentinel,
The homes in which Thy people dwell.
2 O Christ, Thyself a child
Within an earthly home,
With heart still undefiled,
Thou didst to manhood come;
Our children bless in ev’ry place
That they may all behold Thy face,
And knowing Thee may grow in grace.
3 O Spirit, who dost bind
Our hearts in unity,
Who teachest us to find
The love from self set free,
In all our hearts such love increase
That ev’ry home by this release
May be the dwelling place of peace.
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

Sunday Sermon
Thursday Sermon

"God's Goal: Family"
Mark 3:20-35
"God's Plan to Save Us" Genesis 3:15

Prayer of the Church
Organ Offertory and StewardMINUTE
 Offering Prayer

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and
will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus (sung)
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim
shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

LSB 208

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them
and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great
mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for
all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His
body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei (sung)
C 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
Distribution of Holy Communion
609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
1 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
2 We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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3 Sheep that from the fold did stray
No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way
Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
4 I, a sinner, come to Thee
With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;
Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
5 Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
6 Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
7 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Your grace divine.
2 Give us, who share this wondrous food,
Your body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n,
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.
3 By faith Your Word has made us bold
To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive,
And all we are to You we give.
4 One bread, one cup, one body, we,
Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come
To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray:
O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest
In heaven’s high and holy feast.

Nunc Dimittis
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.
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2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.
Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing
1 Go, My children, with My blessing,
Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you;
You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river
I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing—
You are My own.

sts. 1–4

2 Go, My children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you,
What I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;
Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.
3 Go, My children, fed and nourished,
Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving,
Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you;
Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished,
Joyful and free.
4 I the Lord will bless and keep you
And give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you
And give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father,
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you
And give you peace.
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474
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