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Fruitful Branches
As We Gather

One agricultural crop that is becoming better known in our days is the grape.
Grapevines are everywhere in America, from New York and Virginia on the East
Coast to California and Washington on the West Coast. Driving by a vineyard
and seeing row after row of flourishing vines is a visually pleasant experience.
Jesus speaks to the disciples and us that He is the true vine and we are the
branches. He says that God looks for us to be fruit-bearing as we are grafted into
our life-giving Lord. Through our worship together, we are nourished in
fruitfulness by the Holy Spirit.

Confession and Absolution

474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen stz 1,3,5
1 Alleluia!
Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb,
Heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain

ref Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

3 Jesus the vine,
We are the branches;
Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
Heaven to earth,
Christ to the people,
Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain



5 City of God,
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Easter forever,
Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
River of life,
Saints and archangels,
Sing with creation to God the | AM! Refrain

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 145:1-2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16
I will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.

Every day I will bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.

The LORD is gracious and merciful,

C|

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will.
Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire
what You promise, that among the many changes of this world
our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM

Baptism Hymn “Borning Cry”
1 1 was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.

2 | was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
In a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell.

3  When you heard the wonder of the Word
I was there to cheer you on;
You were raised to praise the living God,
to whom you now belong.

4 If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk 'till rising sun.

5 In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I've begun.

6 When the evening gently closes in,
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as | have always been
with just one more surprise.

7 1 was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.

The Rite of Holy Baptism



601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized st. 1

1 All who believe and are baptized
Shall see the Lord’s salvation;
Baptized into the death of Christ,
They are a new creation.
Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand
Among the glorious, heav’nly band
Of ev'ry tribe and nation.

Epistle Reading 1 John 4

'Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to
see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have
gone out into the world. *By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is from God, *and every spirit that does not confess
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist,
which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.
“Little children, you are from God and have overcome them,
for he who i1s in you is greater than he who i1s in the world.
>They are from the world; therefore they speak from the
world, and the world listens to them. SWe are from God.
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God
does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and
the spirit of error.

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
® Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God
is love. “In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might
live through him. '°In this is love, not that we have loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for
our sins. ''Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. '*No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

"By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. '*And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the
world. "Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God. '°So we have come to know and
to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
"By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also
are we in this world. '*There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not been perfected in love. "We love
because he first loved us. *’If anyone says, “I love God,” and
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not
seen. ' And this commandment we have from him: whoever
loves God must also love his brother.



Psalmody Psalm 150

'Praise the LORD!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens!
*Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his excellent greatness!
*Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
*Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
>Praise him with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
‘Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!

Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel John 15:1-8

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

'[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. *Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. >Already you are clean because of
the word that I have spoken to you. *Abide in me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. °I am the
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can
do nothing. °If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you. *By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

595 O Blessed Spring
1 O blesséd spring, where Word and sign
Embrace us into Christ the Vine:
Here Christ enjoins each one to be
A branch of this life-giving Tree.



2 Through summer heat of youthful years,
Uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,
The boughs will shout for joy again.

3 When autumn cools and youth is cold,
When limbs their heavy harvest hold,
Then through us, warm, the Christ will move
With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.

4 As winter comes, as winters must,
We breathe our last, return to dust;
Still held in Christ, our souls take wing
And trust the promise of the spring.

5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
Be praised for this blest mystery:
That Word and water thus revive
And join us to Your Tree of Life.

Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

Sermon “Fruitful Branches of the Vine Divine”
John 15:1-8

Offertory LSB 192
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Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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It is meet and right so to do.

P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. Praising You for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, we join all who have seen Your glory,
Your prophets and apostles, and especially Your martyr-servant
Stephen. Therefore with all Your saints and all witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He,
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
() Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,

that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,

that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,

that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living
1 Love in Christ is strong and living,
Binding faithful hearts in one;
Love in Christ is true and giving.
May His will in us be done.

2 Love is patient and forbearing,
Clothed in Christ’s humility,
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring,
Reaching out in charity.

3 Love in Christ abides forever,
Fainting not when ills attend;
Love, forgiving and forgiven,
Shall endure until life’s end.

Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

611 Chief of Sinners Though | Be
1 Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that | might live on high,
Lives that | might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
| am His, and He is mine.

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when | sought Him not.

LSB 197

LSB 197

LSB 198



3 Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

4 Chief of sinners though | be,
Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.

5 O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when | die.

618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
1 1come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So |, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

3 Unworthy though | am, O Savior,
Because | have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

4 Weary am | and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for | am now Thy guest. Refrain

5 What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people,



a light to lighten the Gentiles

and the glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.

Amen.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.
Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh,
we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
P] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you
peace.
Amen, amen, amen.
691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
1 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing,
May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing,
Rich in love and joy and peace.
2 Laden branches freely bearing
Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing,
Patience, kindness, gentleness.
3 Rooted deep in Christ our Master,

Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster,
Goodness, faith, and self-control.



4  Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending,
May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending,
Heaven'’s love and joy and peace.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

I+ Soli Deo Gloria -

To God Alone Be Glory
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