FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 14, 2021
View the video file on our 'SJL Services' YouTube Channel
Search “sjlc napoleon ohio”



As We Gather

From Death to Life

Before coming to faith, we were dead in trespasses and sins. But while we
were dead and helpless, God made us alive! In the Epistle, Paul writes that
God saved us “being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He
loved us.” But we have not simply been made physically well, like the
Israelites in the Old Testament Reading, but we have been given eternal life.
The central reason is that “by grace you have been saved through faith.” We
are His workmanship and in the light of Christ, it is obvious that the credit
for whatever works we do must go to our gracious God. We are together with
Christ and already, as it were, “with Him in the heavenly places.” Now that’s
really living!
___________________________________

Organ Prelude & Welcome
Ringing of the Tower Bell

L
C
L
C
C

Service of Matins
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

Psalmody
L
C

Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
O come, let us worship Him.

Venite
C O come, let us sing to the Lord,
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving,
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.
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For the Lord is a great God
and a great king above all gods.
The deep places of the earth are in His hand;
the strength of the hills is His also.
The sea is His, for He made it,
and His hand formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For He is our God,
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His
hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
L
C

Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
O come, let us worship Him.

Additional Psalms

Psalm 107:1–9; antiphon: v. 19

1

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
2
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble
3
and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
4

Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;
5
hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.
6
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
7
He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.
8
Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!
9
For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

744 Amazing Grace

sts. 1–5

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!
2 The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.
5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

Readings
Reading
Numbers 21:4–9
4
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea,
to go around the land of Edom. And the people became
impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke against God
and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD
sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people,
so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to
Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent
and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees
it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on
a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the
bronze serpent and live.
Reading
Ephesians 2:1–10
1
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which
you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we

all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved
us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.
Reading
John 3:14–21
14
[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come
into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the
light because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light,
lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his
deeds have been carried out in God.”
Responsory (Lent)
L We have an advocate with the Father;
Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
C He was delivered up to death;
He was delivered for the sins of the people.
L Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven
and whose sin is put away.
C He was delivered up to death;
He was delivered for the sins of the people.
L We have an advocate with the Father;
Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
C He was delivered up to death;
He was delivered for the sins of the people.
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Children's Sermon

“Before And After”

555 Salvation unto Us Has Come
1 Salvation unto us has come
By God’s free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom,
They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.
4 From sin our flesh could not abstain,
Sin held its sway unceasing;
The task was useless and in vain,
Our guilt was e’er increasing.
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart
Or purify our guileful heart—
So deep is our corruption.
5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.
6 Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.
7 Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,
And I shall never perish.
8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin
And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in
The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,
No comfort and no blessing.

sts. 1, 4–10

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify;
Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.
D 10

Sermon

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav’n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessèd name we hallow.

“Alive in Christ” Ephesias 2:1-8

Canticle
941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God
1 We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord,
The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored.
To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing,
The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring:
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!”
2 The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise;
The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise.
The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng,
Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song:
“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son,
And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!”
3 You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son,
Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone:
You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb,
Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb;
Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve—
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe.
4 You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand,
Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command.
We know that You will come as our Judge that final day,
So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray;
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end,
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen!
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

Organ Offertory and StewardMINUTE
 Offering Prayer

Prayer
Kyrie (sung)
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.
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Lord’s Prayer (sung)
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Collects
L O Lord, hear my prayer.
C And let my cry come to You.
Collect of the Day
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive
us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and
soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Additional Prayers
Collect for Grace
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You
have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in
the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall
into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our
doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in
Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Benediction
LSB 228
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
837 Lift High the Cross

sts. ref–6

ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.
1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain
3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain
4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474
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