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God Provides 
As We Gather 

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom 
it was said, ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.’ He considered 
that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back” (Hebrews 11:17–19). The 
writer to the Hebrews makes such a beautiful statement about something 
that must have been literally gut-wrenching for Abraham. Losing a loved 
one is hard. Losing a child is incredibly hard. But being asked to sacrifice 
your one and only son? It seems unfathomable. Yet, this presents a 
poignant truth for us—when everything looks so wrong, God provides by 
keeping His promises for us and by being with us. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 
702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

1 My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
    Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; 
Take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 
    Be wholly Thine! 

 
2 May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart; 
    My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh, may my love to Thee 
Pure, warm, and changeless be, 
    A living fire! 

 
3 While life’s dark maze I tread 

And griefs around me spread, 



    Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
    From Thee aside. 

 
4 When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold, sullen stream 
    Shall o’er me roll, 
Blest Savior, then, in love, 
Fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, 
    A ransomed soul! 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 
 I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation. 
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 
 the Most High, who is my refuge— 



no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
 no plague come near your tent. 
 

For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder; 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

(The 'Gloria in Excelsis' is omitted during Lent) 
 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the 
wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide the 
people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk 
through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 
world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 C Amen. 
 



Epistle James 1:12–18 
 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for 

when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which 
God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he 
is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person 
is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then 
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is 
fully grown brings forth death. 

 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
18Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Verse (Lent) LSB 157 

 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel Mark 1:9–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the 
water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. 
And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering 
to him. 

 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



 
798 The God of Abraham Praise sts. 1, 5–9 

1 The God of Abr’ham praise, 
    Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days 
    And God of love. 
Jehovah, great I AM! 
    By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name 
    Forever blest. 

 
5 Though nature’s strength decay, 

    And earth and hell withstand, 
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way 
    At His command. 
The wat’ry deep I pass, 
    With Jesus in my view, 
And through the howling wilderness 
    My way pursue. 

 
6 The goodly land I see, 

    With peace and plenty blest: 
A land of sacred liberty 
    And endless rest. 
There milk and honey flow, 
    And oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life forever grow 
    With mercy crowned. 

 
7 There dwells the Lord our king, 

    The Lord our righteousness, 
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, 
    The Prince of Peace. 
On Zion’s sacred height 
    His kingdom He maintains 
And glorious with His saints in light 
    Forever reigns. 

 
8 The God who reigns on high 

    The great archangels sing, 
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, 
    “Almighty King! 
Who was and is the same 
    And evermore shall be: 
Jehovah, Father, great I AM! 
    We worship Thee!” 

 
D 9 The whole triumphant host 

    Give thanks to God on high. 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 
    They ever cry. 
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! 
    I join the heav’nly lays: 
All might and majesty are Thine 
    And endless praise! 

 



Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–18 
 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose 
and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day 
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and 
the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 
they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb 
for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, 
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound 
Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his 
son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, 
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by 
his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as 
a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name 
of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On 
the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the 
LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply 
your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 
18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon   “Even When Something is Drastically Wrong, 
                 God Provides” 
 Genesis 22:1–18 
 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation  
  came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again     
  according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge   
   both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son     
  together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Organ Offertory & StewardMINUTE 
 
Offertory LSB 159 
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the 
name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of 
the Lord. 



I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His 
people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame 
the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth  as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  
  have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  
 grant us peace. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 

 
809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.  Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 
656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
    A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
    That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
    Deep guile and great might 
    Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 

 



2 With might of ours can naught be done, 
    Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
    Of Sabaoth Lord, 
    And there’s none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 
3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
    They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
    He can harm us none. 
    He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 
4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
    With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
    Though these all be gone, 
    Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

 
'Thank the Lord' is omitted during Lent 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with 
favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 

1 Jesus, lead Thou on 
Till our rest is won; 
    And although the way be cheerless, 
    We will follow calm and fearless. 
Guide us by Thy hand 
To our fatherland. 



2 If the way be drear, 
If the foe be near, 
    Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 
    Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
For through many_a woe 
To our home we go. 

 
3 When we seek relief 

From a long-felt grief, 
    When temptations come alluring, 
    Make us patient and enduring. 
Show us that bright shore 
Where we weep no more. 

 
4 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won. 
    Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 
    Still support, console, protect us, 
Till we safely stand 
In our fatherland. 

Text: Public domain 

 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
To God Alone Be Glory 
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