St. John Lutheran Church
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP

16035 CO. RD. U  NAPOLEON, OH 43545

erving Chris in Freedom

S

Worship  Stewardship  Mission

November 7, 2021

VOL. 86

NO. 45

Rev. Stephen J. Niermann, Pastor
Rev. Charles Kramer, Principal

Church: 419-598-8961 Home: 419-598-8181
School: 419-598-8702 Cell: 567-277-1339
Church Website: www.sjl.org

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
Sermon text: “Behold A Host”
Revelations 7:9-17
Service: See printed Service Folder
Hymns: 822 ~ 671 ~ 676 ~ 677 ~[Communion: 680, 821] ~ 725
*************************
WELCOME
TO OUR
VISITORS

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, and in
the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we
gather at the Lord’s Table today, we also unite with all the saints to celebrate God’s
feast of victory. Here He nourishes us with the food and drink of the full assurance
of our salvation in Him. If you are a visitor, please fill out the Rite of Fellowship card from the pew
rack in front of you and drop it in the basket at the exit doors as you leave today.
*************************
SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE THIS MORNING
 Renee Petzoldt, Organist  Mitchell Rosebrock, Garrison Kruse, Acolytes 
 Neil Badenhop, Doug Dietrich, Joe Badenhop, Ushers 
 Pat Maassel, Anita Badenhop, Kathy Behnfeldt, Deb Von Deylen, Altar Guild 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY – Once again this year, we will commemorate ALL SAINTS’ DAY as we
give thanks to God for the lives and for the salvation of twelve of our fellow members who passed
away since the last commemoration of All Saints. They are:
Leroy Bischoff (†11/25/20); Elmer Badenhop (†12/10/20); Lester Rabe (†12/10/20);
Sharon Badenhop (†2/24/21); Annetta Rosebrock (†3/6/21); Phyllis Silveus (†3/7/21);
Renetta Homan (†3/25/21); Ron Germann (†5/7/21); Don Badenhop (†9/18/21);
Harold Behrmann (†10/6/21); Avery & Bailey Staup (†10/6/21).
A white rose will be placed near the baptismal font symbolic of the righteousness of
Christ in which all the saints are clothed for the eternal feast of heaven. Families of these individuals
are welcome to take a rose home with them after worship.

In God’s House This Week
Date
Today
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sun.

Mon.Sat.

Online church calendar: www.DynaCal.com/sjl
Activities
All Saints Sunday & Communion Service
Adult Bible Study; Sunday School; “The Lamp”
PTL Meeting
School Chapel
Church Council Meeting
Jr. High Confirmation Class (until 7:30 PM)
Parent/Teacher Conferences after school (until 7:00 PM)
Thursday Evening Worship
NO SCHOOL due to Parent Teachers Conferences
9:00AM Worship Service w/Communion following
10:20AM Adult Bible Study; Sunday School; “The Lamp”
Children’s Christmas Participation slips due today
Morning Meditations, WONW 1280 AM
7:30 AM
Speaker: Rev. James Fundum, Immanuel Lutheran – Hamler

Time
9:00AM
10:20AM
7:00 PM
8:35 AM
7:00 PM
6:15 PM
3:15 PM
7:00 PM

FOR THOSE LISTENING FROM THE PARKING LOT
Pick up your bulletin and service by driving through the carport before worship
You can give your offering to the deacon at the same time
Tune your FM radio to 87.7
Drive-thru Communion after worship under carport
MATTERS FOR PRAYER – Please keep these people in your prayers:
 Melba Elling, Lorna Von Deylen, Norma Damman, Evelyn Rohrs, at Genacross – Napoleon
 Ruth Mahnke, at Assisted Living – Genacross Lutheran Home
 Donald Landry, residing at the Ohio Veteran’s Home, Sandusky
 Military: Justin Atkinson, Jason Rohrs, Emily Schroeder, Jared Dishop, Jordan Lange
 Esther Layton, Sue Hurst, Eileen Fitzenreiter, and Don Lawrence, for health concerns relating
to cancer
 Beretta Doctor and Robin Showman, for current health related issues
 Jamie Damman, recovering from injuries sustained in a serious car accident a few weeks ago
 Clara Meyer, still recovering from a fall and hospitalized this week with pneumonia
 Hildegard Behrmann, has come down with Covid this week at Northcrest Nursing Home
ALTAR FLOWERS are placed today in remembrance of the 5th anniversary of the passing of Loren
Maassel on Nov. 7, 2016, by his family. Please remember this family, as well, on this All Saints’
Sunday.
MANY THANKS! Esther Layton wishes to say “thank you” to everyone who sent her cards, made
phone calls to her, visited her, brought food to her house, and especially those who prayed for her
during her battle with cancer. And a thank you to Pastor Niermann for his visit. It was all appreciated
very much.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY THIS MORNING
Provoking Proverbs  Sixth Commandment
“You shall no commit adultery.” God would have us “lead a
sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do.” (Small Catechism)
The culture, however, totally disregards this will of God and would have us
express ourselves sexually in whatever way we wish or feels best. When it comes to sexual ethics, we
are reliving days of Israel’s judges in which “everyone did what was right in their own eyes.” (Judges
21:25)
In our Sunday Adult Study, we are looking at the biblical Proverbs categorized according to the
Ten Commandments. Join us this morning as the Proverbs provoke us to sexual purity in what we say
and do, contrary to the culture and as witnesses to God. Each session is a study unto itself, so don’t
feel like you shouldn’t come if you weren’t there for previous sessions. Bible Study is a wonderful
time of growth in God’s Word and of Christian fellowship. Oh, and we have coffee too!
THURSDAY EVENING SERVICES THROUGH THANKSGIVING
At its last meeting the church council decided that Thursday services should continue through
Thanksgiving. The final regular Thursday service will be on Thursday, Nov. 18th. The following
week there will be a Wednesday evening Thanksgiving Eve service at 7:00 p.m. Then the week after
that we begin regular Advent midweek services on the Wednesday evenings, Dec. 1, 8, and 15.
MOVING TOWARD NORMALCY – The elders met and discussed how we might begin to return to
some normalcy as the threat of the Covid virus diminishes.
HOLY COMMUNION: The elders discussed returning to our normal Communion practices, and would
like to solicit your thoughts and input. There are two matters specifically:
• What are your thoughts about returning to the Communion rail for the Lord’s Supper? What if we
had only five people at each ‘table’ so that we aren’t kneeling shoulder-to-shoulder?
• What are your thoughts about returning to the Common Cup, with the option, of course, of the
individual cup for those who prefer?
BULLETINS: It was decided that we would soon begin handing out the bulletins, since research
indicates that it is highly unlikely that the Covid virus can be transmitted on surfaces. If you still
prefer to pick up your own bulletin, a stack will be available on the narthex table.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE 2021 – After last
year’s cancellation of the Christmas Children’s Service, it will be
good to see the children once again this Christmas, telling that
old, old story of Jesus coming to this earth to save us, and singing
His praises!
The Children’s Christmas Service is scheduled for
Sunday, Dec. 19 at 7:00 p.m. A memo has gone out to all
families with children so that we can get an accurate list of this
year’s participants. Response slips need to be returned by
Sunday, Nov. 14 so that we can assign parts to the children (they can be returned to SJLS or Sunday
School teachers). In the meantime, the students of our school and Sunday School will begin practicing
music for this service.

POINSETTIA SALE! The poinsettia sale for Christmas is now underway, and pink order forms are
on the narthex table. The deadline for ordering is Thurs., Nov. 18th. The cost is
$8.00 per plant. You may put your order form and check payable to St. John
Lutheran School in the box on the narthex table. Be sure to fill in the line, “In
Loving Memory of” or “In Honor of”. This information will be published in the
church bulletin as an insert the Sunday the poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary.
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Check out the table in the hallway by the cry room! The Women of
Freedom have put out their boxed Christmas, sympathy, birthday, and all occasion cards for sale. The
dish cloths are no longer available. Be sure to check out the display board to see if you are interested
in purchasing any cutlery items such as: Paring Knives, Stubby Butcher Knives, Pie Servers,
Vegetable Peelers, Slicer Knives, Granny Forks, Carving Forks, Pizza Cutters, Tomato Slicer, and
Small Spatula. Contact Mabel Bischoff or Karan Niebergall if you would like to see or purchase any
of these items.
NOMINATION AND APPOINTMENT PROCESS IS UNDERWAY – The Stewardship Board
continues the process of identifying individuals to fill the various offices of our congregation for
service to Christ and His people. We ask that everyone please keep this process in your prayers,
praying that God would incline the hearts of those nominated or appointed to accept. If you receive a
letter or oral request to take an office, please give the matter prayerful consideration. The Stewardship
Board has prayed for you, that God might use you and the gifts He has given you, for His service and
glory.
FINANCIAL FACTS: Home Fund
Synod & Missions
Building Fund
Weekly Need
$9,792.78
$500.00
$961.54
Rec’d 10/31/21
$8,112.26
$145.00
$447.00
ATTENDANCE: Thursday – 30;
Sunday – 192
MEMORIALS for Harold Behrmann: St. John Lutheran Memorial Fund - $715; Orphan Grain
Train - $85; Lutheran Hour Ministries - $505; SJL Home Fund - $50; 5 Gideon Bibles
THREE WAYS TO GIVE YOUR REGULAR OFFERING
• Deposit your offering in the narthex when you come to worship, or if you’re listening to the FM
broadcast, give your offering to the usher or deacon when they hand you your bulletin.
• Use the ‘Give Now’ online giving page – a link (the blue button) is on our website.
• Mail your offering to the church.



 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT…
My home is heaven. Here I am just a traveler.
“For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers were.
Our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding.” (1 Chron 29:15)

OPTIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION DURING COVID - During this time of pandemic, we are
making Holy Communion available in the following ways:
• Thursday evening Communion services prior to first and third Sundays
• First and Third Sundays each month – in the Sanctuary, and drive-thru after the service
• Second Sundays – after the service in the sanctuary
Drive-thru Communion is on the first and third Sundays for those who have participated in the
Divine Service from the parking lot.
SCRIP ORDER FORM: Why not start your Christmas shopping early! There are so many vendors
on the Scrip order form, that you can’t go wrong. Check it out and submit your order on Wednesdays.
Orders are placed on Fridays and then delivered on the following Tuesday. The order form is posted
on FastDirect under ‘Links,’ titled SCRIP Order Forms and SCRIP Program Info, There are also hard
copy order forms in the tract rack in the narthex. Please feel free to share with family and friends.
Payment must accompany orders. Any questions about SCRIP can be directed to the SCRIP
Coordinator Kristyn Honemann at 419-966-0207 or email at honemann@embarqmail.com.
WE NEED YOU! The School Board is looking for individuals from the congregation who are willing
to join a "marketing meeting" where we will strategize and plan how to: 1) retain current
families/students; and 2) recruit new families. If you are interested in joining this team please let Joel
Stier (419-277-1142) know by Fri., Nov.5.
SPORTS SCHEDULE NOTE: With Joe Badenhop as our Athletic Director, please go to the
“Calendar” icon in Fast Direct frequently as this is where he will post the sports schedules and any
changes to the sports schedules. Keep in mind that in order to view the games for the basketball
season, you can go to either FastDirect directly (thru the school) or you can enter the church’s website
(www.sjl.org), click on “School” at the top of page, click on “FastDirect School Info. System” on the
left side of page, click on “BulletinBoard/Calendar” on the left side of page, and then scroll down to
Joe Badenhop, Athletic Director and click on his “Calendar”.
ATHLETIC BOOSTER MEMBERSHIP: Membership is now being taken for the Athletic Booster
Club. Prices are $20.00 for a couple and $10.00 for an individual. Make checks payable to St. John
Boosters and send to school.
HOCKEY NIGHT WITH THE TOLEDO WALLEYE! St. John Church and School will be
heading to the Toledo Walleye hockey game on Fri., Nov. 19th. The game starts at 7:15 PM. Ticket
prices are $17 per person. Payment is due upon signup in order to hold your ticket. Please see a St.
John teacher after services on Sundays or contact the church office to reserve your tickets. Thursday
Night Worship attendees can sign up at the narthex table and a staff member will contact you. Ticket
purchase deadline is Fri., Nov. 12th. Any questions? Please contact Sarah Bartok at sbartok@sjl.org.
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA: The Ridgeville Sons of the American Legion are asking you to
join them in their mission to place “wreaths across America” in 2021. National Wreaths Across
America Day is Dec. 18, 2021. Sponsored wreaths are placed on grave markers at state and national
veterans’ cemeteries, as well as at local, community cemeteries each December. Wreath Sponsorship
Forms and more information is available on the narthex table. Wreaths may also be sponsored online
at www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org. Order deadline is Nov. 15, 2021.

