CHRISTMAS EVE
Thursday, December 24, 2020
View the video file on our 'SJL Services' YouTube Channel
Search “sjlc napoleon ohio”



As We Gather

O Holy Night

Most of us have heard the old carol “O Holy Night,” but sometimes we
forget that none of us makes this night holy. The Lord makes this night
holy, and He needs no help from us. What He does ask of us is that we
listen to the familiar story, that we believe its truth and promise, and that
we live in reflection of what God has done to save us. We cannot make
this night holy, but we can keep it holy with faith that kneels at the
manger, heads bowed in prayer and adoration, and voices raised in a
joyful song of thanksgiving and praise.
___________________________

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
1

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

2

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats
O’er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its babel sounds
The blessèd angels sing.

3

All you, beneath your heavy load,
By care and guilt bent low,
Who toil along a dreary way
With painful steps and slow:
Look up, for golden is the hour,
Come swiftly on the wing,
The Prince was born to bring you peace;
Of Him the angels sing.

4

For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.
His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,
And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Lighting the Advent Candle – The Christ Candle
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.
P Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine Your Church.
We Light the Advent Candle
5

st. 5

We light the Christmas candle
And sing with peace and joy.
Our hope is now begotten
In Christ, the infant boy.
God’s love with us is dwelling,
All darkness now dispelling.
We celebrate with light,
For God makes all things right!
Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110004474

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Collect
P Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the
birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we
joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

On This Day Earth Shall Ring
1 On this day earth shall ring
With the song children sing
To the Lord, Christ our King,
Born on earth to save us;
God in Him forgave us.
Refrain: Ideo-o-o, ideo-o-o, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!
2

His the doom, ours the mirth;
When He came down to earth,
Bethlehem saw His birth;
Ox and ass beside Him
From the cold would hide Him. Refrain:

3

God’s bright star, o’er His head,
Wise men three to Him led,
Kneel they low by His bed,
Lay their gifts before Him,
Praise Him and adore Him. Refrain:

4

On this day angels sing;
With their song earth shall ring,
Praising Christ, heaven’s King,
Born on earth to save us;
Peace and love He gave us. Refrain:

About this hymn:

Ideo is pronounced ee-day-oh

Idea gloria in excelsis Deo
is Latin for:
“For this reason, give glory
to God.”

Text: Public domain

The Proclamation
John 1:1–5; Isaiah 40:9
P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing
made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light
of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”
First Reading
5

Luke 1:5–13, 16, 59–79

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments
and statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were advanced in years.
8
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division
was on duty, 9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen
by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.
11
And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right
side of the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw
him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be

afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.
16
And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their
God,
59
And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And
they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his mother
answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61And they said to her, “None
of your relatives is called by this name.” 62And they made signs to his
father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63And he asked for a
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered.
64
And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he
spoke, blessing God. 65And fear came on all their neighbors. And all
these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea,
66
and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What
then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.
67
And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied, saying,
68

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
69
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
78
because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
1

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

sts. 1–3

Second Reading
Luke 1:26–38
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.
28
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is
with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
1

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

2

“For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

3

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.”
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!

Third Reading
1

sts. 1–3

Luke 2:1–7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to
his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there,
the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
1

“From heav’n above to earth I come
To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:

2

“To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

3

“This is the Christ, our God Most High,
Who hears your sad and bitter cry;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.

4

“He will on you the gifts bestow
Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair,
You may with us His glory share.

5

“These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

15

Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Fourth Reading
8

sts. 1–5, 15

Luke 2:8–12

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the
people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

369 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt
1

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word,
I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred;
But there is room and welcome there for me,
But there is room and welcome there for me.

2

In that unlikely place I find Him as they said:
Sweet newborn babe, how frail! And in a manger bed:
A still, small voice to cry one day for me,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me.

3

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there,
His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.

4

Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned
Its way into my heart—unasked, unforced, unearned,
To die, to live, and not alone for me,
To die, to live, and not alone for me?
Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

Fifth Reading
13

Luke 2:13–14

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain

ref

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the_incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain

3

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain
Text: Public domain

Sixth Reading
1

Matthew 2:1–11

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,
2
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
9
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.

370 What Child Is This
1

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!
Text: Public domain

Sermon

“Not Just Any Baby”

392 God Loves Me Dearly
1

God loves me dearly,
Grants me salvation,
God loves me dearly,
Loves even me. Refrain

ref

Therefore I’ll say again:
God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly,
Loves even me.

Luke 2:10-11
sts. 1, ref, 2–3, 5

2

I was in slav’ry,
Sin, death, and darkness;
God’s love was working
To make me free. Refrain

3

He sent forth Jesus,
My dear Redeemer,
He sent forth Jesus
And set me free. Refrain

5

Now I will praise You,
O Love Eternal;
Now I will praise You
All my life long. Refrain

Prayer of the Church
Service of Candlelight
P

C
P
C
P

As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes
the light of Christ, the Child in the manger at Bethlehem, the
Savior suffering our death on the cross and soon to come from
His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our light here on earth
and the eternal light who enlightens heaven, where there is no
need of candle or sun. Rejoice, for the Light of the world has
come, who transforms us with the brightness of His glory.
This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to
you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.
If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.
But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
We sing as we pass the light of our candles

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
1

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2

For Christ is born of Mary,
And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
4

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Collect
P O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, grant that we, who
joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence
behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
363 Silent Night, Holy Night
1l

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das heilige Elternpaar,
Das im Stalle zu Bethlehem war,
Bei dem himmlischen Kind,
Bei dem himmlischen Kind.

1

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

(with German first stanza)

Thanksgiving for the Light
P We praise and thank You, O God, through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, that You have enlightened us by revealing the
Light that never fades. Night has fallen, and day’s allotted span
draws to a close. The daylight which You created for our
pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet, of Your free gift, now the
evening lights do not fail us. We praise You and glorify You
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory,
honor, and power to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and
forever and ever.
C Amen.
387 Joy to the World
1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
Text: Public domain

T Soli Deo Gloria T
To God Alone Be Glory
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