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Comfort and JoyAs We Gather
As We Gather
At Christmas is sung “God rest you merry, gentlemen,” with “tidings
of comfort and joy.” Those tidings were made because our Lord had
entered human history. We will finally realize those tidings for
ourselves when we join the saints in eternal glory, they who are seen
in the vision we will read from Revelation. In the meantime, in these
mean times, we rely on hope to get us through each day, as St. Paul
writes in the Epistle. That hope is based on our being God’s adopted
children, brothers and sisters of our risen Lord Jesus. It is both
comforting and joyful, no matter our circumstances. As Jesus
proclaims in the Gospel’s Beatitudes, people with such hope are
blessed indeed!
_____________________________
Prelude & Welcome
Ringing of the Tower Bell

PREPARATION
670 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones
1

Ye watchers and ye holy ones,
Bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones,
Raise the glad strain: “Alleluia!”
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow’rs,
Virtues, archangels, angels’ choirs:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!”

D

2

O higher than the cherubim,
More glorious than the seraphim,
Lead their praises: “Alleluia!”
Thou bearer of the_eternal Word,
Most gracious, magnify the Lord:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!”

3

Respond, ye souls in endless rest,
Ye patriarchs and prophets blest:
“Alleluia, alleluia!”
Ye holy Twelve, ye martyrs strong,
All saints triumphant, raise the song:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!”
4

O friends, in gladness let us sing,
Supernal anthems echoing:
“Alleluia, alleluia!”
To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!”

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Welcome
P Today we are celebrating All Saints’ Day, on which we give
thanks “for all the saints who from their labors rest,” those who
have gone before us in faith. By definition, a saint is anyone
looked on as holy by God, and we who have faith in Christ here
on earth are already declared by God to be His saints. Indeed, He
calls us His children. Knowing the eternal “end of the story”
gives us hope in our daily walk through life. That hope is
summarized in today’s short Epistle.
Epistle
1 John 3:1–3
1
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does
not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him
as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he
is pure.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Confession and Absolution
P Confident of salvation, let us confess our sins to our loving,
heavenly Father.
C We confess that we have not lived as Your children, Father in
heaven. In our thinking, speaking, and acting, we have not
demonstrated to the people around us the kind of love You
have shown us. Forgive us for these our sins. Open our eyes
of faith that we may anticipate seeing You in the eternity that
awaits us. Then move us toward purity of living that will give
You the glory each day until You return.
P

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, we are God’s children
now because of the hope God has poured into us. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

WORD
Kyrie
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P

For heaven-sent peace and the hope of salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
Christ, have mercy.

C
P

For global peace and the Church’s growth in faith and hope, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

C
P

For this holy house and for all who here return thanks to God for
the hope within them, let us pray to the Lord.
Christ, have mercy, now and forever. Amen.

C

686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
1

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.

sts. 1, 4

4

Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together
Your faithful people of all times and places into one holy
communion, the mystical Body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant
us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly
living that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable
joys You have prepared for those who love You; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
First Reading
Revelation 7:2–17
2
Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun,
with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the
four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, 3saying,
“Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the
servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4And I heard the number of
the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:
5

12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,
12,000 from the tribe of Gad,
6
12,000 from the tribe of Asher,
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
7
12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,
12,000 from the tribe of Levi,
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
8
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.
9

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their

faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to
him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming
out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15

“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his
presence.
16
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
17
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
Matthew 5:1–12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he
sat down, his disciples came to him.
2
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be satisfied.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

671 Sing with All the Saints in Glory
1

Sing with all the saints in glory,
Sing the resurrection song!
Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story,
To the former days belong.
All around the clouds are breaking;
Soon the storms of time shall cease;
In God’s likeness we awaken,
Knowing everlasting peace.

2

Oh, what glory, far exceeding
All that eye has yet perceived!
Holiest hearts for ages pleading
Never that full joy conceived.
God has promised, Christ prepares it;
There on high our welcome waits.
Ev’ry humble spirit shares it,
Christ has passed the_eternal gates.

3

Life eternal! Heav’n rejoices:
Jesus lives who once was dead.
Shout with joy, O deathless voices!
Child of God, lift up your head!
Life eternal! Oh, what wonders
Crowd on faith; what joy unknown,
When, amid earth’s closing thunders,
Saints shall stand before the throne!

Sermon

“The Hope of the Children of God” 1 John 3:1-3

Prayers
Organ Offertory and StewardMINUTE
Offering Prayer
COMMEMORATION OF THE SAINTS
677 For All the Saints
1

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

2

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

3

Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

4

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

5

And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

We give thanks to God for the life and salvation
of our congregation members who died in Christian faith
since the last commemoration of All Saints one year ago.
A white rose is placed at the baptismal font
as each person in named and remembered.
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6

The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

7

But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
8

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

SACRAMENT
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. In the communion of all Your saints gathered
into the one body of Your Son, You have surrounded us with so
great a cloud of witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and
strengthened by their fellowship, may run with perseverance the
race that is set before us and, together with them, receive the
crown of glory that does not fade away. Therefore with angels

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
812 Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs
1

Come, let us join our cheerful songs
With angels round the throne;
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues,
But all their joys are one.

2

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry,
“To be exalted thus!”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply,
“For He was slain for us!”

sts. 1–2

The Words of Our Lord
Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
812 Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs
3

Jesus is worthy to receive
Honor and pow’r divine;
And blessings more than we can give
Be, Lord, forever Thine.

4

Let all creation join in one
To bless the sacred name
Of Him who sits upon the throne
And to adore the Lamb.

sts. 3–4

Distribution Hymns
725 Children of the Heavenly Father
1

Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.

2

God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

3

Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

4

Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474

575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
1

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
2

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain

Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh,
we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace, comfort and joy in this Sacrament,

C

and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may
be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Benediction
Romans 15:13
P May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

C

672 Jerusalem the Golden

D

1

Jerusalem the golden,
With milk and honey blest—
The promise of salvation,
The place of peace and rest—
We know not, oh, we know not
What joys await us there:
The radiancy of glory,
The bliss beyond compare!

2

Within those walls of Zion
Sounds forth the joyful song,
As saints join with the angels
And all the martyr throng.
The Prince is ever with them;
The daylight is serene;
The city of the blessèd
Shines bright with glorious sheen.

3

Around the throne of David,
The saints, from care released,
Raise loud their songs of triumph
To celebrate the feast.
They sing to Christ their leader,
Who conquered in the fight,
Who won for them forever
Their gleaming robes of white.
4 O sweet and blessèd country,
The home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blessèd country
That faithful hearts expect!
In mercy, Jesus, bring us
To that eternal rest
With You and God the Father
And Spirit, ever blest.
Text: Public domain

Dismissal
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

T Soli Deo Gloria T
To God Alone Be Glory
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