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As We Gather

As We Gather
During these great fifty days of Easter, we gather again to hear the
risen Lord Jesus as He appears and speaks to us in no less a real way
than when He appeared and spoke to the first disciples before His
ascension into heaven. As Scripture says, “The Lord is in His holy
temple; let all the earth keep silence before Him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
So we gather in reverent, holy anticipation as we hear the words of
Jesus in John’s inspired account, recalling His promise given on Holy
Thursday, His word concerning the promise that He would send
“another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth”
(John 14:16–17). The Holy Spirit is wherever He creates and sustains
faith through God’s Word. However, our Easter celebration will break
forth before the world on the Day of Pentecost.
Jesus says the world cannot receive, see, or know the Spirit. Paul
found this to be true in Athens as he noticed an altar dedicated “To the
unknown god.” Though many in our day certainly have heard about
Jesus, they do not know Him apart from faith in His word. But you
know Him! Baptized into Christ, His resurrection life has given us
new life, which for now is but the beginning to be stretched out into
life eternal.

Prelude
Ringing of the Tower Bell
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
779 Come, My Soul, with Every Care
1 Come, my soul, with ev’ry care,
Jesus loves to answer prayer;
He Himself has bid thee pray,
Therefore will not turn away.
2 Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring;
For His grace and pow’r are such
None can ever ask too much.
3 With my burden I begin:
Lord, remove this load of sin;
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt,
Set my conscience free from guilt.
4 Lord, Thy rest to me impart,
Take possession of my heart;
There Thy blood-bought right maintain
And without a rival reign.
5 While I am a pilgrim here,
Let Thy love my spirit cheer;
As my guide, my guard, my friend,
Lead me to my journey’s end.
6 Show me what is mine to do;
Ev’ry hour my strength renew.
Let me live a life of faith;
Let me die Thy people’s death.
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
P The three sad days have quickly sped,
He rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia! (LSB 464:3)
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P

C

P

C

Even as we glory in the gift of eternal life, in that hope we spend
our days in joyful repentance and faith. Let us confess our sin,
the sin that still so easily besets us, and receive the full
forgiveness our Lord daily provides for us.
Lord God, though the strife is over, the battle done, and now
is the victor’s triumph won, sin still hangs on. We are Your
baptized people. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us into our
Easter joy.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to
all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Introit
Psalm 119:89–93; antiphon: v. 105
P Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
Forever, O LORD, your word
is firmly fixed in the heavens.
If your law had not been my delight,
I would have perished in my affliction.
I will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have given me life.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring
1 Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring,
Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redemption,
Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Came in deep humility.
3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
Bringing news of sins forgiv’n;
Jesus comes with words of gladness,
Leading souls redeemed to heav’n.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hope to all the world is giv’n.
Text: Public domain

sts. 1, 3

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration
grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your
merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
First Reading
Acts 17:16–31
16
While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit
was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of
idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and
the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with
those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and
Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said,
“What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems
to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was
preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of
him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we
know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20For
you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know
therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians
and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in
nothing except telling or hearing something new.
22
So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said:
“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very
religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of
your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To
the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown,
this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live
in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from
one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries
of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the
hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.
Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for
“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;
as even some of your own poets have said,
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

29

Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that
the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which
he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he
has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 66:8–20

8

Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
9
who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
10
For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
11
You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
12
you let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.
13

I will come into your house with burnt offerings;
I will perform my vows to you,
14
that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
15
I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
I will make an offering of bulls and goats.
16
Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.
17
I cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.
18
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19
But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
20
Blessèd be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me!
Epistle

1 Peter 3:13–22
Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for
what is good? 14But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of
them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the
Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to
13

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you;
16
yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile
your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is
better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will,
than for doing evil.
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous
for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put
to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they
formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.
21
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
22
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to
him.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse
Romans 6:9; John 16:33b
P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
C In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have
overcome the world. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel
John 14:15–21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
15

[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with
you and will be in you.
18
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
19
Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but
you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and
I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them,
he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by
my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Sermon

"Reason for Hope"

Ephesians 1:20, 22

718 Jesus, Lead Thou On

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

“Get the Big Picture”

1 Peter 3:13–22

The Third Article
Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the
whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ
in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins
and the sins of all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

Offering
If you wish to give an offering during this time of suspended public
worship, there are three ways to give:




Mail your offering to the church
Drop off your offering outside the church office, Tuesdays 9 a.m.
to noon
Give online at SJL.ORG

Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.
P
C

Each prayer concludes:
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Concluding Prayer
P Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good
things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such
love towards You, that we, loving You in all things and above all
things, may obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we can
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
C Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”
2 Alleluia! Not as orphans
Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us;
Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise:
“I am with you evermore”?
3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful
Flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.
4 Alleluia! King eternal,
Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary,
Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne.
As within the veil You entered,
Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim
In the eucharistic feast.
5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”
Text: Public domain

T Soli Deo Gloria T
To God Alone Be Glory
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