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Sin’s War and God’s Peace 
 

As We Gather 
There is a war going on. It is quite evident in the outward conflicts within 
society. And, as Jeremiah and David realized, the world has warred against 
people of faith throughout history. But in today’s Epistle, James reveals that 
the struggle continues within each of us. Our passions are often opposed to 
God. Our Lord Jesus, by His death and resurrection, has won the victory—
and therefore, peace—over outward and inward warfare. His grace assures 
us of daily and eternal peace. 

________________________ 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 
    From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day 
    Unawares o’ertaken; 
        For the foe, 
        Well we know, 
    Is a harvest reaping 
    While the saints are sleeping. 

 
2 Watch against the devil’s snares 

    Lest asleep he find you; 
For indeed no pains he spares 
    To deceive and blind you. 
        Satan’s prey 
        Oft are they 
    Who secure are sleeping 
    And no watch are keeping. 

 



3 Watch! Let not the wicked world 
    With its lies defeat you 
Lest with bold deceptions hurled 
    It betray and cheat you. 
        Watch and see 
        Lest there be 
    Faithless friends to charm you, 
    Who but seek to harm you. 

 
4 Watch against yourself, my soul, 

    Lest with grace you trifle; 
Let not self your thoughts control 
    Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
        Pride and sin 
        Lurk within, 
    All your hopes to shatter; 
    Heed not when they flatter. 

 
5 But while watching, also pray 

    To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, 
    Strength and faith increasing, 
        So that still 
        Mind and will 
    Shall unite to serve Him 
    And forever love Him. 

 

Divine Service, Setting 3 
LSB pg. 151 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
Commit your way to the LORD; 
 trust in him, and he will act. 
He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
 and your justice as the noonday. 
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the 
man who carries out evil devices! 
(sung) Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
    and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 
prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
 



P Let us pray. 
O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us 
humility and childlike faith that we may please You in both will 
and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 11:18–20 

18The LORD made it known to me and I knew; 
 then you showed me their deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb 
 led to the slaughter. 
I did not know it was against me 
 they devised schemes, saying, 
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
 let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
 that his name be remembered no more.” 
20But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, 
 who tests the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
 for to you have I committed my cause. 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle James 3:13—4:10 
 13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct 
let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have 
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be 
false to the truth. 15This is not the wisdom that comes down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16For where jealousy and 
selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 
17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 
18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace. 
 1What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war within you? 2You desire and do not 
have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
4You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of 
the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is to 
no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit 
that he has made to dwell in us”? 6But he gives more grace. Therefore 
it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 



from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse 
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
9Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the 
Lord, and he will exalt you. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel Mark 9:30–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 30[The disciples] went on from there and passed through Galilee. 
And [Jesus] did not want anyone to know, 31for he was teaching his 
disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered 
into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, 
after three days he will rise.” 32But they did not understand the saying, 
and were afraid to ask him. 
 33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34But they kept 
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who 
was the greatest. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. And he 
said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of 
them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation  
  came down from heaven 



     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again  
  according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory  
  to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son  
  together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
668 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 

1 Rise! To arms! With prayer employ you, 
O Christians, lest the foe destroy you; 
    For Satan has designed your fall. 
Wield God’s Word, the weapon glorious; 
Against all foes be thus victorious, 
    For God protects you from them all. 
Fear not the hordes of hell, 
Here is Emmanuel. 
    Hail the Savior! 
The strong foes yield 
To Christ, our shield, 
And we, the victors, hold the field. 

 
2 Cast afar this world’s vain pleasure 

And boldly strive for heav’nly treasure. 
    Be steadfast in the Savior’s might. 
Trust the Lord, who stands beside you, 
For Jesus from all harm will hide you. 
    By faith you conquer in the fight. 
Take courage, weary soul! 
Look forward to the goal! 
    Joy awaits you. 
The race well run, 
Your long war won, 
Your crown shines splendid as the sun. 

 
 



3 Wisely fight, for time is fleeting; 
The hours of grace are fast retreating; 
    Short, short is this our earthly way. 
When the Lord the dead will waken 
And sinners all by fear are shaken, 
    The saints with joy will greet that day. 
Praise God, our triumph’s sure. 
We need not long endure 
    Scorn and trial. 
Our Savior King 
His own will bring 
To that great glory which we sing. 

 
Sermon    "War and Peace"     James 3:13-4:10 
 
Offertory LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
  and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence,  
 and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
 and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Organ Offertory and StewardMINUTE 

 Offering Prayer 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
 



Sanctus LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He,  
 blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C (sung) For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
 
Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  
  that takest away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  
 that takest away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  
 that takest away the sin of the world,  
 grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Distribution 
 
570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
2 Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 



3 Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
716 I Walk in Danger All the Way 

1 I walk in danger all the way. 
    The thought shall never leave me 
That Satan, who has marked his prey, 
    Is plotting to deceive me. 
This foe with hidden snares 
May seize me unawares 
    If I should fail to watch and pray. 
    I walk in danger all the way. 

 
2 I pass through trials all the way, 

    With sin and ills contending; 
In patience I must bear each day 
    The cross of God’s own sending. 
When in adversity 
I know not where to flee, 
    When storms of woe my soul dismay, 
    I pass through trials all the way. 

 
3 And death pursues me all the way, 

    Nowhere I rest securely; 
He comes by night, he comes by day, 
    He takes his prey most surely. 
A failing breath, and I 
In death’s strong grasp may lie 
    To face eternity today 
    As death pursues me all the way. 

 
4 I walk with angels all the way, 

    They shield me and befriend me; 
All Satan’s pow’r is held at bay 
    When heav’nly hosts attend me; 
They are my sure defense, 
All fear and sorrow, hence! 
    Unharmed by foes, do what they may, 
    I walk with angels all the way. 



5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 
    His guidance never fails me; 
Within His wounds I find a stay 
    When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 
And by His footsteps led, 
My path I safely tread. 
    No evil leads my soul astray; 
    I walk with Jesus all the way. 

 
6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; 

    Await, my soul, the morrow, 
When God’s good healing shall allay 
    All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow. 
Then, worldly pomp, begone! 
To heav’n I now press on. 
    For all the world I would not stay; 
    My walk is heav’nward all the way. 

 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant  
  depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,  
 which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles  
 and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
 and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now,  
 and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C (sung) Amen, amen, amen. 
 
652 Father, We Thank Thee 

1 Father, we thank Thee who hast planted 
    Thy holy name within our hearts. 
Knowledge and faith and life immortal 
    Jesus, Thy Son, to us imparts. 
Thou, Lord, didst make all for Thy pleasure, 
    Didst give us food for all our days, 
Giving in Christ the Bread eternal; 
    Thine is the pow’r, be Thine the praise. 

 
2 Watch o’er Thy Church, O Lord, in mercy, 

    Save it from evil, guard it still, 
Perfect it in Thy love, unite it, 
    Cleansed and conformed unto Thy will. 
As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 
    Was in this broken bread made one, 
So from all lands Thy Church be gathered 
    Into Thy kingdom by Thy Son. 

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
Postlude 
 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
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