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Sustaining Bread 
As We Gather 

Bread, in one form or another, is a diet staple in most every culture. Though 
today we can be overwhelmed at the grocery store with countless types and 
styles, even in its simplest form, bread continues to sustain stomachs in a 
variety of ways. Bread, or the simplest form of manna, is what the Lord would 
use to sustain His people in the wilderness, and the image of bread is what He 
would use to help people understand the greater gift He came to give in His 
own Son. Yet, more than sustaining a diet for this body and life, Jesus, the bread 
of life, has come to serve us salvation, sustain our souls, and feed us with His 
forgiveness. 
 

_____________________ 
PENTECOST 10     Thr 7/29 -and- Sun 8/1       Divine Service, 
Setting Four (LSB pg. 203) 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
Blessed Jesus, Living Bread 

1 Blessed Jesus, living bread, 
By Your self our souls are fed: 
Give us all the eyes to see 
All that You were sent to be. 

 
2 To the house of bread You came, 

There received Your saving name; 
From that lowly manger bed 
All the dying world is fed. 

 
3 Not by this world’s bread alone 

Can our life become full-grown, 
But by ev’ry word that goes 
From the mouth of God—one grows. 

 



4 We are in that crowd You fed 
With Your blest, abundant bread. 
Moved by ev’ry human care, 
Bless the bread we eat and share. 

Text: © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110004474 
 

 
Divine Service, Setting Four 

(Lutheran Service Book pg. 203) 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people 
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 
lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared 

us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy 
Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 
our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit Psalm 78:23–25; antiphon: v. 72 

With upright heart he shepherded them 
 and guided them with his skillful hand. 
He commanded the skies above 
 and opened the doors of heaven, 
and he rained down on them manna to eat 
 and gave them the grain of heaven. 
Man ate of the bread of the angels; 
 he sent them food in abundance. 
 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus as the heavenly bread 
of life. Grant us faith to feast on Him in Your Word and 
Sacraments that we may be nourished unto life everlasting; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 



Old Testament Reading Exodus 16:2–15 
 2The whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against 

Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3and the people of Israel said to them, 
“Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when 
we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out 
into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

 4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from 
heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every 
day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5On the 
sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as 
they gather daily.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At 
evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he 
has heard your grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you 
grumble against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the 
evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the LORD 
has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are we? Your 
grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.” 

 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the 
people of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has heard your 
grumbling.’” 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the 
people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 12“I have 
heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall 
eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall 
know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

 13In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the 
morning dew lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there 
was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the 
ground. 15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is 
it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread that the LORD has given you to eat.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Ephesians 4:1–16 

 1I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was given to each 
one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
 and he gave gifts to men.” 

9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended 
into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the one who also ascended far 
above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, 
by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Alleluia and Verse (sung) 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel John 6:22–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 22On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that 
there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his 
disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23Other boats from Tiberias 
came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 
24So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves 
got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

 25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, 
when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are 
seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 
27Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 
28Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29Jesus 
answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 
30So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? 
What work do you perform? 31Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32Jesus then said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my 
Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this 
bread always.” 

 35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation     
  came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
      



and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again     
   according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge    
  both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son     
  together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

1 The gifts Christ freely gives 
    He gives to you and me 
To be His Church, His bride, 
    His chosen, saved and free! 
Saints blest with these rich gifts 
    Are children who proclaim 
That they were won by Christ 
    And cling to His strong name. 

 
2 The gifts flow from the font 

    Where He calls us His own; 
New life He gives that makes 
    Us His and His alone. 
Here He forgives our sins 
    With water and His Word; 
The triune God Himself 
    Gives pow’r to call Him Lord. 

 
3 The gifts of grace and peace 

    From absolution flow; 
The pastor’s words are Christ’s 
    For us to trust and know. 
Forgiveness that we need 
    Is granted to us there; 
The Lord of mercy sends 
    Us forth in His blest care. 

 
4 The gifts are there each day 

    The holy Word is read; 
God’s children listen, hear, 
    Receive, and they are fed. 
Christ fills them with Himself, 



    Blest words that give them life, 
Restoring and refreshing 
    Them for this world’s strife. 

 
5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 
Beneath the bread and wine 
    Is food from Calvary. 
The body and the blood 
    Remove our ev’ry sin; 
We leave His presence in 
    His peace, renewed again. 

 
6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 
The triune God in love 
    Assures our life above. 
His means of grace for us 
    Are gifts He loves to give; 
All thanks and praise for His 
    Great love by which we live! 

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
Sermon   “Signs of God’s Grace”    
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Organ Offertory and StewardMINUTE 

 Offering Prayer 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely 
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our 
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and 
will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim  
  shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth  as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 



Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
 
560 Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed 

1 Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed 
With healing gifts for souls distressed, 
To find in Thee my life, my rest, 
    Christ crucified, I come. 

 
2 Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, 

Thy grace abused, my misspent years; 
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, 
    Christ crucified, I come. 

 
3 Wash me and take away each stain; 

Let nothing of my sin remain. 
For cleansing, though it be through pain, 
    Christ crucified, I come. 

 
4 And then for work to do for Thee, 

Which shall so sweet a service be 
That angels well might envy me, 
    Christ crucified, I come. 

 
 
623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 
That we may feast on You today; 
Beneath these forms of bread and wine 
Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 
2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, 

Your body broken and Your blood, 
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 

 
3 By faith Your Word has made us bold 

To seize the gift of love retold; 
All that You are we here receive, 
And all we are to You we give. 

 
4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, 

Rejoicing in our unity, 
Proclaim Your love until You come 
To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 
5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 

O keep us steadfast till that day 
When each will be Your welcomed guest 
In heaven’s high and holy feast. 

 
 
 



629 What Is This Bread 
1 What is this bread? 

Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
    This bread we break, 
    This life we take, 
Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 

 
2 What is this wine? 

The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
    The cup of grace 
    Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 

 
3 So who am I, 

That I should live and He should die 
    Under the rod? 
    My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 

 
4 Yet is God here? 

Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
    In mouth and soul 
    He makes us whole— 
Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 

 
5 Is this for me? 

I am forgiven and set free! 
    I do believe 
    That I receive 
His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
  
2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 



Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s 
body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
    Adds more luster to the day. 

 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
    Joys that through all time abide. 

 
T Soli Deo Gloria T 
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