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Christ is Calling 
As We Gather 

The Lord always sets the right time for the right people to be used for His 
mission and purposes. Throughout the Old Testament, He spoke through 
prophets to proclaim His Word, call the people to repentance, and turn 
back into a relationship with Him. As His own beloved Son, our Savior, 
came into the world when the time was right, God used John the Baptist 
to prepare the way for Christ. As John’s ministry and calling people to 
repentance would cease, and Jesus’ earthly ministry began, Jesus echoed 
and perfectly fulfilled all that would come to fruition in and through Him. 
As Christ calls His first disciples, the call to repentance and faith 
continued. Even today, as we gather in His name, that same call through 
those the Lord has placed in His right time is heard with open ears and 
willing hearts within His Church, that we may live faithful lives of 
repentance and faith as we follow Him. 

______________________________ 
 

Prelude, Welcome, Tower Bell 
 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody 
 
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 



Venite (sung) LSB 220 
C O come, let us sing to the Lord, 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 
  
For the Lord is a great God 
and a great king above all gods. 
The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 
the strength of the hills is His also. 
  
The sea is His, for He made it, 
and His hand formed the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 
  
For He is our God, 
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His 
hand. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 
Psalm 62 
1For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
 from him comes my salvation. 
2He only is my rock and my salvation, 
 my fortress; 
 I shall not be greatly shaken. 
3How long will all of you attack a man 
 to batter him, 
 like a leaning wall, a tottering fence? 
4They only plan to thrust him down from his high position. 
 They take pleasure in falsehood. 
They bless with their mouths, 
 but inwardly they curse. 
5For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 
 for my hope is from him. 
6He only is my rock and my salvation, 
 my fortress; 
 I shall not be shaken. 
7On God rests my salvation and my glory; 
 my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 



8Trust in him at all times, O people; 
 pour out your heart before him; 
 God is a refuge for us. 
9Those of low estate are but a breath; 
 those of high estate are a delusion; 
in the balances they go up; 
 they are together lighter than a breath. 
10Put no trust in extortion; 
 set no vain hopes on robbery; 
 if riches increase, set not your heart on them. 
11Once God has spoken; 
 twice have I heard this: 
that power belongs to God, 
 12and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. 
For you will render to a man 
 according to his work. 

 
732 All Depends on Our Possessing 

1 All depends on our possessing 
God’s abundant grace and blessing, 
    Though all earthly wealth depart. 
They who trust with faith unshaken 
By their God are not forsaken 
    And will keep a dauntless heart. 

 
2 He who to this day has fed me 

And to many joys has led me 
    Is and ever shall be mine. 
He who ever gently schools me, 
He who daily guides and rules me 
    Will remain my help divine. 

 
3 Many spend their lives in fretting 

Over trifles and in getting 
    Things that have no solid ground. 
I shall strive to win a treasure 
That will bring me lasting pleasure 
    And that now is seldom found. 

 
4 When with sorrow I am stricken, 

Hope anew my heart will quicken; 
    All my longing shall be stilled. 
To His loving-kindness tender 
Soul and body I surrender, 
    For on God alone I build. 

 
5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 
    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 
I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 
    I commit to Him my way. 

 



6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 
God my weary soul will strengthen; 
    All my trust in Him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
    Safe I anchor in His grace. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 
Reading Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

 1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, 
saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against 
it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began 
to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of 
Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them to the least of them. . . . 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to 
them, and he did not do it. 

 
Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 

 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown 
very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though 
they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 
and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who 
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 
present form of this world is passing away. 
 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is 
anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But 
the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his 
wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or 
betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be 
holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about 
worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I say this for your own 
benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good 
order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 

 
Reading Mark 1:14–20 

 14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming 
the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will 
make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw 



James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and 
followed him. 

 
Responsory (sung) LSB 221 
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 
Children's Sermon    "When God Calls" 
 
730 What Is the World to Me 

1 What is the world to me 
    With all its vaunted pleasure 
When You, and You alone, 
    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord, 
    My soul’s delight shall be; 
You are my peace, my rest. 
    What is the world to me! 

 
2 The world seeks to be praised 

    And honored by the mighty 
Yet never once reflects 
    That they are frail and flighty. 
But what I truly prize 
    Above all things is He, 
My Jesus, He alone. 
    What is the world to me! 

 
3 The world seeks after wealth 

    And all that mammon offers 
Yet never is content 
    Though gold should fill its coffers. 
I have a higher good, 
    Content with it I’ll be: 
My Jesus is my wealth. 
    What is the world to me! 

 
4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 
My life, my health, my wealth, 
    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all, 
    My bliss eternally. 
Once more, then, I declare: 
    What is the world to me! 



Sermon    “Hold Lightly This World”      1 Cor. 7:29-35 
 

Canticle 
 
941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

1 We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 
The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
    To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 
    The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 

 
2 The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 

The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 
    The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng, 
    Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song: 
“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!” 

 
3 You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 

Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: 
    You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 
    Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 
Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 

 
4 You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 

Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 
    We know that You will come as our Judge that final day, 
    So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; 
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen! 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
Offertory and StewardMINUTE 

 Offering Prayer 
 

Prayer 
 
Kyrie LSB 227 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 



          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Collects 
L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 
Collect of the Day 
L Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our 

infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and 
defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Additional Prayers 
 
Collect for Grace 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in 
the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall 
into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our 
doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in 
Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus LSB 228 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction LSB 228 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
  
839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

1 O Christ, our true and only light, 
Enlighten those who sit in night; 
Let those afar now hear Your voice 
And in Your fold with us rejoice. 

 
2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace 

The souls now lost in error’s maze; 
Enlighten those whose inmost minds 
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 



3 O gently call those gone astray 
That they may find the saving way! 
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed 
In You find peace and heav’nly rest. 

 
4 Shine on the darkened and the cold; 

Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 
Unite all those who walk apart; 
Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

 
5 That they with us may evermore 

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 
And endless praise to You be giv’n 
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Public domain 

 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
To God Alone Be Glory 
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