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Enter Into the Joy of Your Master 

 
As We Gather 

We read today about three servants. All three received a good and 
gracious gift from their master. Two were good and faithful. One 
was evil and faithless. Two reflected the goodness and faithfulness 
of their master. One refused to act like his master and was punished 
for his insolence. Consider Jesus, our good and faithful Master, and 
all that He has done for us and our salvation. As we follow Him, we 
reflect His goodness and faithfulness. 

 
 _____________________________ 

 
 
Prelude & Welcome 
 
Ringing of the Tower Bell 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus    
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 
Lift high His royal banner; 
    It must not suffer loss. 
From vict’ry unto vict’ry 
    His army He shall lead 
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 
    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 



2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
    The trumpet call obey; 
Stand forth in mighty conflict 
    In this His glorious day. 
Let all His faithful serve Him 
    Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger 
    And strength to strength oppose. 

 
3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, 
    Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; 
    Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, 
    Be never wanting there. 

 
4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
    The next the victor’s song. 
The soldiers, overcoming, 
    Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory 
    Shall reign eternally. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Service of the Word 
 
Introit Psalm 143:2, 5–6, 10–11; antiphon: v. 1 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
I stretch out my hands to you; 
 my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 
 Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie (sung) LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis (sung) LSB 154 
A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 
Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 
of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 
prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  



P Let us pray. 
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly 
great and precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel 
from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found 
wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you 
have no need to have anything written to you. 2For you 
yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is 
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 
them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of 
light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 
darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong 
to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of 
faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For 
God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 
11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, 
just as you are doing. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia and Verse (sung) LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, 
who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 
15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who 
had received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the 



two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received 
the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I 
have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have 
made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; 
I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24He also who had received the one talent came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, 
‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where 
I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then 
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at 
my coming I should have received what was my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who 
has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be 
given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who 
has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the 
worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near sts. 1–5 
1 The day is surely drawing near 

    When Jesus, God’s anointed, 
In all His power shall appear 
    As judge whom God appointed. 
Then fright shall banish idle mirth, 
And flames on flames shall ravage earth 
    As Scripture long has warned us. 

 
2 The final trumpet then shall sound 

    And all the earth be shaken, 
And all who rest beneath the ground 
    Shall from their sleep awaken. 
But all who live will in that hour, 
By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r, 
    Be changed at His commanding. 

 



3 The books are opened then to all, 
    A record truly telling 
What each has done, both great and small, 
    When he on earth was dwelling, 
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen, 
And all be known as they have been 
    In thoughts and words and actions. 

 
4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord 

    And sought but carnal pleasures, 
Who here despised His precious Word 
    And loved their earthly treasures! 
With shame and trembling they will stand 
And at the judge’s stern command 
    To Satan be delivered. 

 
5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 
Within the Book of Life I know 
    My name has now been written. 
I will not doubt, for I am free, 
And Satan cannot threaten me; 
    There is no condemnation! 

 
Sermon   “Loving the Giver, Treasuring His Gifts” 
  Matthew 25:14-30 
 
508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near sts. 6–7 
6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 
Read from His book that we are free 
    With all who life inherit. 
Then we shall see Him face to face, 
With all His saints in that blest place 
    Which He has purchased for us. 

 
7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 
We often tremble on our way 
    In fear and tribulation. 
O hear and grant our fervent plea: 
Come, mighty judge, and set us free 
    From death and ev’ry evil. 

 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation     
  came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again     
  according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge    
  both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  
  and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Organ Offertory and StewardMINUTE 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the 



virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the 
dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining 
for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus (sung) LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread… 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your 

body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and 
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your 
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us 
peace. 

 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
 
634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 
1 The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

We celebrate with one accord; 
It is our comfort in distress, 
Our heart’s sweet joy and happiness. 

 
2 He blotted out with His own blood 

The judgment that against us stood; 
For us He full atonement made, 
And all our debt He fully paid. 

 
3 That this forever true shall be 

He gives a solemn guarantee: 
In this His holy Supper here 
We taste His love so sweet, so near. 

 
4 His Word proclaims and we believe 

That in this Supper we receive 
His very body, as He said, 
His very blood for sinners shed. 

 
5 We dare not ask how this can be, 

But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 

 
6 They who this word do not believe 

This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

 
7 But blest is each believing guest 

Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 
8 Help us sincerely to believe 

That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

 



809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.  Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!   Refrain 

 
Thank the Lord (sung) LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 
ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 



2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 
3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

 
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
To God Alone Be Glory 
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