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A Setback  for a Setup 
 

As We Gather 
Countless times during Christ’s mission in human flesh for the sins 
of the world, the Pharisees and others tried to test, trap, and trick 
Jesus, thinking He would suffer a setback to His ministry. Time and 
time again, Jesus in His divine wisdom and teaching would instead 
turn those times into a setup for teaching about many things 
regarding life on earth and the kingdom of heaven. We, too, face 
times of testing, trapping, and tricking, though not from Pharisees, 
but from this world, the devil, and our own sinful flesh, and often 
we face setbacks. We are wise to turn to the one who has set us up 
for forgiveness, mercy, and a new life through His own life, death, 
and rising. Rejoicing in His grace, in response to His love, we 
faithfully, “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21). 

 _______________________________ 
 
Prelude and Welcome   
 
Tower Bell 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name sts. 1–5 
1 Holy God, we praise Thy name; 

    Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
    All in heav’n above adore Thee. 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 

 



2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn 
    Angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim, 
    In unceasing chorus praising, 
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

 
3 Lo, the_apostles’ holy train 

    Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain, 
    And the white-robed martyrs follow, 
And from morn to set of sun 
Through the Church the song goes on. 

 
4 Thou art King of Glory, Christ; 

    Son of God, yet born of Mary. 
For us sinners sacrificed, 
    As to death a Tributary, 
First to break the bars of death, 
Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 

 
D 5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
    Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

Text: Public domain 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit Psalm 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 5 

The LORD is your keeper; 
 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
 From where does my help come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
 

C (sung) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Kyrie (sung) LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis (sung) LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
 we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee,   
 for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world,  
 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  
 have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy;  
 Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  



P Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us 
that with You as our ruler and guide we may so pass through 
things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Isaiah 45:1–7 

1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
 whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 
 and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him 
 that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you 
 and level the exalted places, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
 and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
 and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
 I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the LORD, and there is no other, 
 besides me there is no God; 
 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
 and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
 I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, 
 I make well-being and create calamity, 
 I am the LORD, who does all these things.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 

 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 Grace to you and peace. 
 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly 

mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved 
by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you 



not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to 
be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us 
and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has 
the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that 
we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report 
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia (sung) LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle 
[Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples to him, along 
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true 
and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about 
anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell 
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to 
the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then 
he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they 
heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation  
   came down from heaven and was incarnate by the  
   Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again     
   according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory  
  to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son     
   together is worshiped and glorified, 
       who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
914 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 



Sermon 
 
Offertory (sung) LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
  and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence,  
 and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,  
 and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Organ Offertory & Steward Minute  

Eph. 4:24 – “… Put on the new self, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”  

We have a new identity in Christ. Our old identity was in Adam: 
sinner, enemy of God, and destined for death and destruction. But in 
Christ we have a new self: forgiven, child of God, cleansed, and 
destined for life everlasting. These two identities continue to struggle 
as we exist in this fallen world. St. Paul encourages us to “put on the 
new self” and consciously exert effort to cling to Christ in faith and 
claim our new identity in Him. Coming to the Lord’s House, 
faithfully supporting the ministry, and praying and reading Scripture 
daily are the works of the new self. 

 
Offering Prayer 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus (sung) LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

 heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He,  
 blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C (sung) For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
 
Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei (sung) LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away  
  the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away  
  the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away  
 the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness sts. 1, 6–8 

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
    Come into the daylight’s splendor, 
    There with joy your praises render. 
Bless the One whose grace unbounded 
This amazing banquet founded; 
    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 
 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 



    And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 
 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text (sts. 6–8): Public domain 
Text (st. 1): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
    Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, 

    Who from His altar call; 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
3 Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 

    Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
4 Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, 

    Whom David Lord did call, 
The God incarnate, man divine, 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
The God incarnate, man divine, 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 



6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
Nunc Dimittis (sung) LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant  
  depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, w 
 hich Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles  
 and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving (sung) LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
Benedicamus (sung) LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction (sung) LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 



554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 
1 O Jesus, King most wonderful! 

    O Conqueror renowned! 
O Source of peace ineffable, 
    In whom all joys are found: 
 

2 When once You visit darkened hearts, 
    Then truth begins to shine, 
Then earthly vanity departs, 
    Then kindles love divine. 
 

3 O Jesus, light of all below, 
    The fount of life and fire, 
Surpassing all the joys we know, 
    All that we can desire: 
 

4 May ev’ry heart confess Your name, 
    Forever You adore, 
And, seeking You, itself inflame 
    To seek You more and more! 
 

5 Oh, may our tongues forever bless, 
    May we love You alone 
And ever in our lives express 
    The image of Your own! 

Text: Public domain 

 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
To God Alone Be Glory 
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