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If God is for us, who can be against us? 
 
Prelude and Welcome 
 
Ringing of the Tower Bell 
 
651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord 
1 I love Your kingdom, Lord, 

    The place of Your abode, 
The Church our blest Redeemer saved 
    With His own precious blood. 

 
2 Beyond my highest joy 

    I prize its heav’nly ways, 
Its sweet communion, solemn vows, 
    Its hymns of love and praise. 

 
3 I love Your Church, O God, 

    Your saints in ev’ry land, 
Dear as the apple of Your eye 
    And graven on Your hand. 

 
4 For them my tears shall fall; 

    For them my prayers ascend; 
For them my cares and toils be giv’n 
    Till toils and cares shall end. 

 
5 Sure as Your truth shall last, 

    To Zion shall be giv’n 
The brightest glories earth can yield 
    And brighter bliss of heav’n. 



Opening Versicles 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 

dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
L Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
  
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 
Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 
C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 

become my salvation. 
  
With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 
And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 
make known His deeds among the peoples, 
proclaim that His name is exalted.” 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 
become my salvation. 
  
Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 
let this be made known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in 
your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 
become my salvation. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 
become my salvation. 

 



Old Testament Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
L A reading from Deuteronomy, the seventh chapter. 
  
 6“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your 
God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of 
all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because 
you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his 
love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 
8but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a 
mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the 
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your 
God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love 
with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generations.” 
 
Psalmody Psalm 125 

1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 
 which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 
2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
 so the LORD surrounds his people, 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 
 on the land allotted to the righteous, 
lest the righteous stretch out 
 their hands to do wrong. 
4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, 
 and to those who are upright in their hearts! 
5But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 
 the LORD will lead away with evildoers! 
 Peace be upon Israel! 

 
Epistle Romans 8:28–39 

 28We know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 
us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 



“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

 
Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 

 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, 
went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it 
was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good 
into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the 
close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, 
“Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old.” 

 
Responsory 
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 
Ten Commandments 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 



You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant 
or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbor. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge     
     the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
669 Come, We That Love the Lord 
1 Come, we that love the Lord, 

And let our joys be known; 
Join in a song with sweet accord, 
Join in a song with sweet accord 
And thus surround the throne, 
And thus surround the throne. Refrain 

 



ref We’re marching to Zion, 
Beautiful, beautiful Zion; 
We’re marching upward to Zion, 
The beautiful city of God. 

 
2 Let those refuse to sing 

Who never knew our God; 
But children of the heav’nly King, 
But children of the heav’nly King 
May speak their joys abroad, 
May speak their joys abroad. Refrain 

 
3 The hill of Zion yields 

A thousand sacred sweets 
Before we reach the heav’nly fields, 
Before we reach the heav’nly fields, 
Or walk the golden streets, 
Or walk the golden streets. Refrain 

 
4 Then let our songs abound, 

And ev’ry tear be dry; 
We’re marching through Emmanuel’s ground, 
We’re marching through Emmanuel’s ground 
To fairer worlds on high, 
To fairer worlds on high. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon    
 
830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord sts. 1–4, 6 
1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, 

Spoken, written, mighty Word; 
Ev’rywhere His creatures call 
To His heav’nly banquet hall. 

 
2 Tell how God the Father’s will 

Made the world, upholds it still, 
How His own dear Son He gave 
Us from sin and death to save. 

 
3 Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, 

Who, to save our human race 
And to pay rebellion’s price, 
Gave Himself as sacrifice. 

 
4 Tell of God the Spirit giv’n 

Now to guide us on to heav’n, 
Strong and holy, just and true, 
Working both to will and do. 

 



6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Offering Prayer 

O Lord Jesus, we pay that You may grant us generous hearts so 
that we may honor You with the worship of our hearts and bring to 
You the tithes and offerings that support You work and the 
preaching of Your Word. In Your holy name we pray.  Amen. 

 
Prayers 
 
Collect of the Day 
L Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, 

and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love 
what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written 

for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of 
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; 
and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I 
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. 

 

---or--- 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this 
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 
may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

 



New Testament Canticle LSB 266 
C Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

  
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 
Raised from the dead, He will never die again. 
Death has no more dominion over Him. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  
Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all. 
Living, He lives to God. 
Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Blessing 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 
C Amen. 
 
554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 
1 O Jesus, King most wonderful! 

    O Conqueror renowned! 
O Source of peace ineffable, 
    In whom all joys are found: 

 
2 When once You visit darkened hearts, 

    Then truth begins to shine, 
Then earthly vanity departs, 
    Then kindles love divine. 

 
3 O Jesus, light of all below, 

    The fount of life and fire, 
Surpassing all the joys we know, 
    All that we can desire: 

 
4 May ev’ry heart confess Your name, 

    Forever You adore, 
And, seeking You, itself inflame 
    To seek You more and more! 

 
5 Oh, may our tongues forever bless, 

    May we love You alone 
And ever in our lives express 
    The image of Your own! 

 
 



T Soli Deo Gloria T 
To God Alone Be Glory 
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