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As We Gather
It should be no surprise, for the Lord warned them from the
beginning. To follow Christ, to live our Baptism, to be a Christian
will not be a life of ease, peace, and abundance, but rather one of
trouble and contradiction. All the apostles and prophets found this to
be true. Jeremiah’s complaint is repeated by all who have discovered
the Christian life 1s but warfare between life and death. Because Jesus
gave Himself to the defeat of the devil and our spiritual slavery by
letting it all have its way with Him to the cross, all who believe are
freed and made participants in newness of life by simple faith in this
grace and mercy of God for us. Jesus says three times today, “Do not
be afraid,” so now even with the prophet’s complaint repeated, we can
rejoice with him, “Sing to the Lord! Give praise to the Lord!”

Prelude & Welcome
Ringing of the Tower Bell

837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref-6
ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain



3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain

4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain

5 Letev'ry race and ev’ry language tell

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be:

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Confession and Absolution

(P)

We come before the Lord this day to be strengthened in faith and
to be witnesses of righteousness and truth before a hostile world.
Let us first confess our own sinfulness, that we receive mercy,
grace, and forgiveness from God.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to
all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Introit Psalm 56:3—4, 10~11; antiphon: v. 13
P) When I am afraid, I putmy trust in you.

In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust;
I shall not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?
In God, whose word I praise,
in the LORD, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can man do to me?



Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Salutation
P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P) Let us pray. O God, because Your abiding presence always goes
with us, keep us aware of Your daily mercies that we may live
secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Epistle Romans 6:12-23
" et not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make
you obey their passions. Do not present your members to sin
as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to

God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
your members to God as instruments for righteousness. '*For
sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under
law but under grace.

"What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but
under grace? By no means! '°Do you not know that if you
present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death,
or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? ''But thanks be
to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which
you were committed, Band, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness. "I am speaking in human
terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

**When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. >'But what fruit were you getting at that time
from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of
those things is death. **But now that you have been set free
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads
to sanctification and its end, eternal life. *’For the wages of sin
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Verse Matthew 10:32
P) Alleluia. Everyone who acknowledges me before men,

I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven.
Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 10:5a, 21-33
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

>These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . .

2l«Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them
put to death, *and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake.
But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they
persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to
you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel
before the Son of Man comes.

<A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his
master. >’It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and
the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household.

26«30 have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will
not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 2"What I tell
you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered,
proclaim on the housetops. **And do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell. *Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from
your Father. **But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
*'Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many
sparrows. >>So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, **but
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my
Father who is in heaven.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

586 Preach You the Word
1 Preach you the Word and plant it home
To men who like or like it not,
The Word that shall endure and stand
When flow’rs and men shall be forgot.

2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task
Your servant bade us undertake:

To preach Your Word and never ask
What prideful profit it may make.



3 The sower sows; his reckless love
Scatters abroad the goodly seed,
Intent alone that all may have
The wholesome loaves that all men need.

4 Though some be snatched and some be scorched
And some be choked and matted flat,
The sower sows; his heart cries out,
“Oh, what of that, and what of that?”

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,

And bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow
Will watch and tend His planted Word.

Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000

Old Testament Jeremiah 20:7—13

'O LORD, you have deceived me,
and I was deceived;

you are stronger than I,
and you have prevailed.

I have become a laughingstock all the day;
everyone mocks me.

*For whenever I speak, I cry out,

I shout, “Violence and destruction!”

For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.

If I say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”

there is in my heart as it were a burning fire
shut up in my bones,

and [ am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.

For I hear many whispering.

Terror is on every side!

“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
say all my close friends,
watching for my fall.

“Perhaps he will be deceived;
then we can overcome him
and take our revenge on him.”

""But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble;
they will not overcome me.

They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.



Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
20 LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous,
who sees the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have I committed my cause.
Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hand of evildoers.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church



Offering

Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(PJLift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He,
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Words of Our Lord

Lord’s Prayer

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

570 Just as | Am, without One Plea
1 Just as | am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

2 Just as | am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

3 Justas | am, though tossed about
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

4 Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all | need, in Thee to find,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

5 Just as | am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise | believe,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

6 Just as | am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Text: Public domain

783 Take My Life and Let It Be

1 Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.



Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;

Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;

Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would | withhold;

Take my intellect and use

Ev'ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Public domain

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

P) Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in this Holy Supper. Keep us firm
in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the
day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which
has no end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Benediction

P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.

744 Amazing Grace sts. 1-5

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now | see!

2 The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.



3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
| have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

Text: Public domain

I« Soli Deo Gloria I«
To God Alone Be Glory
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The righteous
man walks in
his integrity;
His children
are blessed
after him.

PROVERBS 20:7




