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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Sermon & Text:“Prime Directive or Great Commission” Matthew 28:18-20
Order of ServiceDivine Service, Setting Three — LSB pg. 184
Hymns: 500 ~ 830 ~ (Communion409, 620, 831) ~ 832
Adult Choir: “Amazing Grace” and “Let Us Break Bread Together”
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WELCOME Welcome to St. John Church. We thank God fottithis together! We pray that the
TO OUR grace of God will heal your hurts; that the stremgif God will give you courage to
VISITORS face the work before you; and that the peace of @Giickeep you secure and steady
in Christ Jesus. Fill out a blue pew card frtme rack in front of you and hand it to
the usher as you leave the church this mornimdyiatroduce yourself to our pastor.
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SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE THIS MORNING
* Renee PetzoldQrganist® Matthew Buchhop & Chase Gruenhag@nolytes¥
% Dan & Joyce Wiecher&reeters®
% Harold Behrmann & Richard Ellingisitation &
% Denny Behnfeldt, EImer Maassel, Bob Norden, TeukRiUshers
% Kathy Badenhop, Sandy VonDeylen, Mary Ret8gar Guild &

TODAY IS LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES SUNDAY LUTHERAN
If you love this ministry of the Word and wish topport it with a gift, HUOUR
special envelopes have been inserted into thetioulte that purpose. You MINISTRIES
are also encouraged to learn more about this myriigtvisiting the ‘

Lutheran Hour Ministriesvebsite atvww.lhm.org. Sunday 2012

2011 CHURCH ANNUAL is available today. Thank you to everyone whpéelassemble it. If
there are any corrections to be made in the memipegpages, contact Joyce in the office.

THANK YOU —Don & Marian Dickmanrwould like to thank everyone for their prayersdsa
visits, church service tapes, and food donatiommduheir recent recuperations from falling inithe
garage. Thank you t®astor Niermanrior his comforting visits during these past seleranths.
We truly appreciate everything everyone has doneso God'’s Blessings!



In God's House This Week Online church calendamvw.DynaCal.com/sjl
Date Time | Activities

Today | 9:00 AM| Communion Service

10:15AM | Adult Bible Study; Sunday SchoolTime To Spafe

1:00 PM | 4-H Meetings

Mon. 5:00 PM | B-ball: Gr. 4-6 Girls; 6:15 PM Gr. 7&8irls vs. St. Pats-Bryan (A)

Tue. 9:00 AM | Exercise Class in gym

7:00 PM | School Board & Stewardship Board Meetings

Wed. 6:15 PM| Jr. Confirmation Class(15 — 7:30 PN

6:45 PM | Adult Hand Bell practice

7:45 PM | Adult Choir practice

Thurs. | 9:00 AM| Exercise Class in gym

7:00 PM | Adult Information Class7:00 — 8:15 PN

Fri. 5:00 PM | NWOLL Basketball Tournament here atJ®hn-Freedom
Sat. 9:00 AM| NWOLL Basketball Tournament here atl8hn-Freedom
Sun. 9:00 AM | Worship Service w/Communion following service

10:15AM | Adult Bible Study; Sunday SchoolTime To Spafe
1:00 PM | NWOLL Basketball Tournament Championship games
Mon.- | 7:20 AM | Morning Meditations, WONW 1280 AM
Sat. Speaker:Rev. Willie Stottlemyeft. Stephen Lutheran, Defiance

MATTERS FOR PRAYER - Please keep these people in your prayers:
Henry Hunerresiding at Golden Living Center—Northcrest

Pauline DishopndMarie Dammanresiding at The Lutheran Home
Magdalena Volkmarresiding at Heartland Nursing Home, Wauseon
Lucy Rosebrockesiding at GlennPark of Defiance

Servicemen Justin Atkinson, Kyle ElliagdJason Rohrs

Dave Meyerat home as he continues his battle with cancer

Bob Ludemamvho is under hospice care at home

Bev Elling,at Henry County Hospital Rehab following hip sugge
Sue Landryat Twin Rivers Nursing Home, Defiance temporarily
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY is currently engaged in a study titi@HE UNEXPLAINED —Miracles,
Mysteriesand More. Currently we are considering the subject of demamsdemonic influences in

our lives and world. These fallen angels, Satamfgons, are numerous and powerful and bent on the
destruction of all that God holds dear — especiaily How do we gain the victory over them? Join
us for Bible Class each Sunday as we grow in gaadein the knowledge of our Lord Jesus. There's
no good reason not to come! Come on down to tkeafehip hall, pour yourself a cup of ‘Joe,’ enjoy
some fellowship, and prepare to expand the horipbgsur faith!

LEFTOVER DISHES: With the recent PTL Soup & Pie Dinner there afew dishes that have been
unclaimed in the kitchen. Check your cupboardsifipou’re missing one, stop in at the kitchen to
claim it at your earliest convenience. Thank you!




WINTER CHURCH NEWSLETTER - Attention all church committees, officers, orgations,
and members. Do you have information or news tefr@st for the entire congregation at St. John?
Then consider writing a short article for the n€kturch NewsletterThe deadline for submissions
is February 6th. Please help keep our congregation informed laguktyou for your input.

LADIES QUILTING PARTY s planned for all day Monday, Feb. 20. Therd bel blanket
knotting for those that do not wish to quilt. Wélstart at 9:00 AM. All ladies of the congregati
are invited. You can come and stay all day or jpast of the day; whatever fits your schedule.

FINANCIAL FACTS : Home Fund Synod & Missions Building Fund
Weekly Need $9,792.78 &50 $961.54
Rec'd 1/29/12 $5,004.00 $322.00 $499.00

ATTENDANCE : 1/29/12 -221

DEVELOPING A BOARD OF ELDERS —Last Sunday the voters adopted revised bylawsor t
office of the Elder. Now the Stewardship Board aadtor will begin the process of identifying
prospective Elders for our congregation, up to weehen who are qualified, able and willing to serve
God’s people. A larger, stronger board of Eldeitshve of tremendous help to the pastor in inihati
and following through on ministries that for tomtphave not received the attention they need.
Through the years, it is also our goal that the mka cycle in and out of this office will become
stronger, better-equipped spiritual leaders inatwrch and in their own homes, spurring us on to
growth in grace, in the knowledge of Christ, anduim witness to Him. Please be praying about this
process in the weeks and months ahead.

MITE-Y SOCKSfor LWML: The LWML needs your help to collect extra MITES fissions.
Please pick up BIITE-Y SOCKwith directions attached) to fill with dimes dogi the course of the
year. You will be returning the socks in Decemiserstay tuned for more information on this later i
the year. Thank you from LWML!!

DARE TO READ LIKE A LUTHERAN ! Concordia Publishing Houdeas assembled what it is

calling “The Essential Lutheran Library,” nine beakat every Lutheran should have in their home.

They can be purchased individually or as a packdde titles include:ale Pricéregular Pricg

e The Lutheran Study Bible&b86.99$54.99 — ESV Bible with excellent study notes

Lutheran Service Bool@3.0Q — The hymnal we use in worship

Luther's Small Catechisn$11.99 — The essentials of our Christian faith

Treasury of Daily Praye$@9.99$49.99 — Prayer and devotional resources for busy people

Book of Prayer$9.99%$12.99 — Beloved prayers for nearly every occasionfef li

Reading the Psalms with Luth&7(99$16.99 — Fantastic insights into the Psalms

Book of Concord$19.99$31.99 — The confessional writings of our church

Law and Gospel$19.99$29.99 — Eye-opening insights into God’s main messagesst

The Lutheran Difference$(9.99$29.99 — Understanding why we believe what we believe
Package Price for all nine books$it74.99$261.42(plus shipping). If you'd like to order the

package or any combination of these books, plessé¢he sign-up form in the narthex. We will take

orders through the end of February.




LENTEN BAND AND CHORAL CONCERT - The SyMPHONIC BAND AND GOLDEN VOICE TOUR

of Valley Lutheran High School, Saginaw, Michigan is coming our way.We are privileged to host
this sacred concert as our midweek Lenten servisdednesday, March 2¥. Here
are some of the details:

e Concert theme iReign of Love” — Lenten reflections on Christ who, for the
love of us all, was crowned with thorns and entebapon a cross.

o Concert features VLHS's forty-instrument band and fifty-voice choir —
nearly 100 people in all are traveling with thiaro

e At 5:30 p.m. we will have dinner for them.
e Concertis at 7:00 p.m.n the sanctuary.

o Students will be hosted in our homeand sent on their way the following
morning.

Seldom do we get to experience the Word of Goduinasuch a rich and
powerful medium as a band and large choRIgase mark this special evening on
your calendar — we need everyone’s help and involreent to feed and host these students, and to
fill God’s house.

At this time the most important step for us isderitify host families.Please, if you have any
spare beds or bedrooms, would you consider welcongrthese ambassadors of Christ into your
home? Students will be assigned to their hosts in pafsost sign-up sheet is now ready to go in the
narthex. Thank you!

WOULD YOU HOST A JAVA JOY? Every second Sunday of the month, c
we seek hosts fdava Joy, a time of refreshment and fellowship after N
worship. Hostindava Joy does not have to be expensive — you are welco
to reimburse some of all of your expenses, if yashwfrom the ‘kitty’ — so
please don't let that hold you back. There isga sip sheet in the narthex fori
all the second Sundays of 2012. Please sign appiak up the sheet of
guidelines from the table. Thank you!

< JA

KINDERGARTEN CLINIC for students entering Kindergarten in the fall 612 will be held on
Thurs., March 28! The clinic sessions will be at 12:45 PM and 2200 (if needed).There will be

no Kindergarten class on March 29th Items needed for the clinic are: An originatlém certified
copy of their birth certificate; a physical datdteaAugust 2011; immunization records; Social
Security number; child custody documents if applieaand the baptism date/baptismal certificate, or
dedication dateNOTE: If your child is enrolled in our Preschoabgram, we already have the

items listed above and you will not need to brimgn the day of the clinic.
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FooD FORTHOUGHT...

Letter to God from Kris: “Dear God, who draws the lines around the countries?”
“Through [Abraham’s] offspring all nations on earth will be blessed.” (Gen. 22:18)
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.” (Matt. 28:19)



LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES WITNESSING WORKSHOP _ - Jesus saidyYou shall be my
witnesses;"to which many Christians resporf@ut how?” How about attending a witnessing
workshop hosted at St. John, Defiance on Satufesy, 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.! This
workshop is presented all across the LC-MS by Luathé{our Ministries —

“MISSION U SCHOOL OF WITNESSING.” The title of thiworkshop is 1
Witnessing Methods. Seven Styles of Faith Sharing. The workshop and
lunch are provided ato cost to attendees This is a great opportunity for
us to share in our Lord's mission together. Pddiemmann is planning to
attend this workshop and would like to fill his vim the trip to Defiance.

If your witnessing skills could use a little bogsin him! We need to know
a head count by this Saturday, so please spealPagtor Niermann or call
the church office soon!

NW OHIO LEAGUE TOURNAMENT — FRI.-SUN., FEBRUARY 10- 12:
» Volunteers are still needed for the tournamentnt@ctKaren Riefergo sign up as soon as
possible. We are askiral parents of basketball players and cheerleadesigihoup.

SPIRIT WEEK AND PEP RALLY - Here is the agenda for Spirit WedWon., Feb. 6 — Crazy
Hair/Hat Day; Tues., Feb. 7 — Crayon DayWed., Feb. 8 — Mismatch DayThurs., Feb. 9 — Sports
Team Dayfri., Feb. 10 — “Eagle Day” (Blue/White) In addition on Friday, Feb. 10 — Spirit Week
concludes with a Pep Rally at 2:30 PM in the gyrhis will get the Eagle players and fans “fired up”
for the NWOLL Tournament here at St. John. Thiggen to students in Grades K-8 and parents are
encouraged to be part of the fun! GO EAGLES!!

PARENT & ALUMNI BASKETBALL GAME(S):  It's time to start thinking about another fun day
of St. John Alumni and Parent(s) basketball gatissyear. The date is Sun., Feb. 19, with game
times at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, and 4:00 Plvhis will be open to alumni, player’s parents, or
congregation members (you must be 18 years of ageadder). Doug Willemans spearheading

this event. If interested in participating givenha call at 419-261-1372.

GRADES 3-5 ROUND ROBIN BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT _will be held here on Saturday,
Feb. 18. This is a one day boys’ & girls’ tournament. litwteer referees and scoreboard help are
still needed for this tournament. Admission/etfigry will be a non-perishable food item to be dothate
to a local food pantry. The food item donation8 lae@ a competition among the participating teams.
Boxes will be set up by team designation and tamtevith the most items donated will be declared
the “winner” of the tournament. Contdabug Willemarat 419-261-1372 with questions.

4-H ORGANIZATION : The Gerald Busy Fingers & The Freedom Royal Farmerg-H Clubs
will be having their organizational meetings on Séeb. 5, 2012 beginning at 1:00 PM at St. John
Lutheran Church (Fellowship Hall). If anyone iseirested in joining 4-H but unable to attend this
meeting please contact AdvisoiBethann Gerken, Becky Michaelis,Stefanie Badenhdjfor Gerald
Busy FingersandAmy Zirkle, Brian Badenhopy Pat Wiemketffor Freedom Royal Farmers).

4-H Cloverbuds Program— The Cloverbuds will not be meeting on Sun., FebFor
information contacHeather Bostelmaat 419-335-1219 afennifer Gerkemt 419-758-3585.




ARCHIVES DISPLAY: The Archives Committee has put up a new displa. display is a tribute
to the history of the Walther League and LYF. Weehpictures, play programs, annual reports,
annual banquet programs and much more. If you hakance, stop by and check it out.

LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22— Two and a half weeks from today we begin
the observance of Lent in our lives and congregat®lease take note of the following:

e OUR MIDWEEK LENTEN THEME is Mercy for You, Help for Your Problems. We all have
problems in life, issues that we deal with thatfionwith the life of the spirit. But we are not
alone in our struggles. Our Lenten theme verdessta-or we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weasegsbut one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without =
sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to Merc for You... &

the throne of gracehat we may receive f
mercy and find graceto help in time of need.” Help for Your PLONQ!%"?S'\ | y“
(Heb. 4:15-16) {

1. The Problem of Temptation February 22

2. The Problem of Worry February 29

3. The Problem of Depression Marcl{Rev. Gary Bernath)

4. The Problem of Anger March 14

5. Lenten Band & Choral Concert March 21(See announcement)

6. The Problem of Resentment March 28

7. The Problem of Defection April B4aundy Thursday)

8. The Problem of Death April @sood Friday)

e MIDWEEK SERVICES HYMN-SING (except Ash WednesdayBegin thinking about favorite hymns
that you may like to suggest and sing.

e MIDWEEK LENTEN SUPPERSwWiIll be available for you to enjoy throughout treason of Lent,
hosted by the LYF and by Gr. 6-8 students. Thegeds from your free-will offerings will
support our LYF as they make plans to go to the820@MS Youth Gathering in San Antonio and
the 7 & 8" Graders class trip. Join us each Wednesday an 6fgr food, fellowship, and worship.

e FOR YOUR PERSONAL L ENTEN JOURNEY, try something a little different this year. yre
accustomed tgiving up something for Lent, how about alstaking on something for Lent. Take

it upon yourself to begin a habit of daily devosamnd Bible reading; to attend Sunday Bible Class
or one of the special Lenten Bible studies; to makekly visits to people in the nursing homes; to
work at reconciling a fractured relationship; tack out to a member who hasn’t been in worship

for awhile. Take on something in your life thatgsea neighbor, nourishes faith, edifies the
church, and honors the One who died for you. Talker with your family, and have a blessed
Lenten journey this year!

WINTER SOUP & PIE LUNCHEON - The Lutheran Nursing & Rehab Center Auxiliaryiias

our congregation to its annual winter Soup and_Biecheon on Sunday, Feb. 5, serving from 11:00
AM to 1:00PM in the Multi Purpose Room at Alpine Village. Timenu will include \égetable Soup,
Chili Soup, Hot Dogs, Chicken Sandwiches, BielBeverages A freewill offering will be accepted.




